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So you’ve been hearing a lot
about “carbon credits” or “carbon
sequestration” or “climate exchanges”
lately - and you would like to learn
how this “carbon” business works.

Sharing opportunities to learn
(and maybe earn some extra income)
with “carbon credits” with your
community can be part of your
Conservation District activities in the
coming months.

And there is a lot to learn about
carbon credits.  A review of the
basics:

* Soil organic matter is
made by plants from carbon
dioxide in the air.

* Increased plant growth
increases organic matter in soil.

* Conservation practices
such as rotational grazing, strip till
or no till farming or CRP planting
can often increase organic matter
in soil.

* Increased organic matter
in soil is associated with higher
yields of range and crops.

* Folks are out there that
will pay to increase organic matter
in soil through “carbon credits”.

* These folks are private
companies and individuals that
want to improve our environment.

How can you help your
Conservation District’s coopera-
tors improve conservation prac-
tices and earn carbon credits?
Invite some experts to help your
cooperators learn about the
specifics of carbon credits - and
in Colorado, we have some true
experts.

Colorado State University’s
Natural Resource Ecology
Laboratory (NREL) has the good

 fortune to be staffed with some truly
leading international authorities on
how soil can store carbon dioxide as
organic matter in soil.  CSU-NREL is
planning a series of sessions in which
you can both learn and discuss
carbon credits with the experts.  In
fact, information about your current
farming and ranching practices can
help increase carbon sequestration
(“hiding” carbon as organic matter in
soil) might help these experts in-
crease carbon payments in the future.
We need you to attend these sessions
to both learn as well as teach.

The first carbon sequestration
sessions will be held in rural Colo-
rado in May and June.  Sessions will
start at 8 A.M.. Dates and locations
for the first meetings are:

May 9 at Northeastern
Junior College in Sterling

May 30 in Delta
June 13 in Monte Vista
For more information, call Tom

Lauridson at 303.204.5389 or email
Tom at: tlauridson@mac.com

Conservation Districts Help Sponsor
Workshops on “carbon credits”
By Tom Lauridson

Getting paid money for some-
thing you are already doing sounds
too good to be true.  But for once,
it’s not.  Southeast Colorado
agriculture producers found that out
at a “carbon credit” program March
18th in Lamar.  Southeast Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union, Baca
County Conservation District, and
the Southeast Colorado RC&D
hosted the event.

Forty-three farmers and
ranchers from five states attended.
Producers can enroll in the Farmers
Union program  in five categories:
conservation tillage, long term grass
seeding, rangeland management,
forestry and methane offset.  The
Farmers Union web-site: http://
carboncredit.ndfu.org has a payment
calculator.  Producers can input
acreages and see how much their
payment would be.  In 2007 Farm-
ers Union cut checks to over 1,000
producers for $2.5 million.

Cashing in on
Carbon Credits

Landowners from five states attend RMFU carbon credits program in Lamar.
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MEMBERS

As I look back to the 1st of
January ’08, I realize that the Conser-
vation Districts are needed now and
in the future more than ever before.
Deregulation and the lack of regula-
tion enforcement in recent years, have
placed such a large burden on our
resources it is time for the 77 Conser-
vation Districts to come of age and
continue to provide the leadership
they have been charged with.

The Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts (CACD) and
each of the 77 Districts are being

asked to provide staffing and services
for the Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS), as well as
provide natural resource stewardship
and oversight.

 As I started to write this article,
I realized that I had a lot in common
with the Colorado Conservation
Districts.  Not only were we born the
same year, but we have continually
strived to provide quality resource
stewardship. Yes, Conservation
Districts were born when the Colo-
rado Legislature delivered the “Colo-
rado Soil Conservation Act” on May
6, 1937.   I was delivered 74 days
later on July 19, 1937 in a small
agricultural community in the great
Central Valley of California. Although
my father owned a small dairy and
was a school teacher, we spent our
summers in the high country of
Yosemite.   My father worked in the
summers as a seasonal ranger.  He
and I spent many days together in the
back country managing the resources.

 The past brings me to the
present.  Being 71 years old, I feel
that I have matured and am starting to
slow down.  The CACD and the
Districts have also matured, but they
do not have the luxury to slow down.
In the past three months the CACD
staff and Board have been called
upon to work with the legislature on
developing additional funding for the
Districts through the Direct Assistance
and Matching Grants programs.  JD
Wright has stepped up to provide

President’s
Message
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Mark Your Calendars for the CACD Annual Meeting

leadership on two very important
issues facing the agricultural commu-
nity in the Lower Arkansas Water-
shed and in Colorado (Conservation
Easement Legislation and Ditch
Seepage Regulations).

 My final message is the impor-
tance of this year’s CACD Annual
Conference in Estes Park on Novem-
ber 17-20.  This conference is being
structured to maximize employee and
supervisor participation.  It is your
conference.   We need your involve-
ment to help us kick start conserva-
tion for the next 100 years.

President’s Message, con’t.

Registrations for Camp Rocky
are already arriving at CACD.
Many of the conservation districts
have offered scholarships
for students attending the program
this summer.  Camp Rocky
will be held from July 6 -12.

Jade Meinzer, Grant Slinger,
Ben Berlinger and Darlene Jensen
appeared live on The Eagle
106.9 FM radio station in March to
promote Camp Rocky.  They did an
excellent job in telling about the
program disciplines in rangeland

CAMP ROCKY 2008 UPDATE
science, wildlife management, forest
health and soil and water conservation.

Camp Rocky is also pleased to
announce that two grants submitted by
CACD to El Pomar Foundation under
the Youth Community Services pro-
gram (EPYCS) were approved
and will provide additional funds for
Camp Rocky this year.

If you know of youth interested in
Camp Rocky, please encourage them
to apply soon.  CACD may be
contacted at 719-686-0020 for details
on the program.

Answers to Quiz

1.  T 2.  F (2/3)
3.  F (not per diem)
4.  T 5.  T
6.  T 7.  T
8.  T 9.  T
10. T 11. F
12. T 13. T
14. T 15. T

(See page 11)

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The CACD 2008 Annual Meeting will be held November 17-20, 2008 in Estes Park at the Rocky 
Mountain Park Inn (Holiday Inn).  The facility offers an indoor holidome and a rustic 
atmosphere.  The rates for guests rooms are even lower than they were at last year’s conference 
($89), at a rate this year of $78, with cancellations up to 4 p.m. the day of check-in.  Please visit 
their website for details on the facility at:  www.rockymountainpark.com 
 
The theme for this year’s conference is leaning towards “Locally Led Solutions.”  The 2008 
Annual Meeting Planning Committee has held its third planning meeting.  Brian Starkebaum, 
CACD Board and Yuma Conservation District is chairing this year’s Committee.  Petra Barnes 
has been doing an exceptional job of facilitating the meetings.  Thank you to the members and 
partners who have already been of assistance in preparation for this year’s Annual Meeting.  If 
you are interested in joining the efforts of the Planning Committee your help and input is greatly 
appreciated.  Any suggestions you may have on the Annual Meeting for 2008 please forward to 
Darlene@cacd.us 
 
Many comments were received after last year’s meeting on the evaluation form.  The winner of 
the ½ registration to CACD for submitting an evaluation form goes to Olney-Boone 
Conservation District.  One very positive feedback received addresses the joint resolution review 
process.  The members appreciated being able to hear from all Committees on their resolutions.  
A joint resolution review will again be held this year.  Committees will be provided extended 
time in advance to review resolutions and provide comment prior to the Annual Meeting.  Please 
look for information being sent out in the near future as to the resolution time table for 2008.   
 

 

CACD 2007 Annual Meeting 
Joint Resolution Review Session 

2008 Annual Meeting 
preparation  underway 

Erin Ballard CACD  



4 Conservator

Jefferson

Longmont
Mancos

Mesa
Morgan

Olney Boone
Pine River
Rio Grande

           San Juan
Sedgwick County
Spanish Peaks-

Purgatoire River
Timpas

Upper Huerfano
Washington County

West Arapahoe
West Otero

Yuma
Yuma County

As we head into the sixth year of
the NRCS-Colorado State Conserva-
tion Board (CSCB) District Conser-
vation Technician (DCT) Program,
Conservation Districts are making the
difference for landowners. Twenty-
nine conservation technicians are
employed by thirty-six Conservation
Districts throughout Colorado and
every day they are meeting and
working with landowners to provide
conservation planning and practice
assistance. The DCT program was the
brainchild of NRCS State Conserva-
tionist Allen Green. He saw a way to
create a federal/state/local partnership
that could increase technical assistance
for private lands conservation and help
raise the profile of Conservation
Districts in Colorado. All too often
Conservation Districts are unsung
workhorses of conservation education
and achievements in our rural and
suburban communities.

Federal, state and local partners
share the financial responsibility for the
DCT program. Half of the funds are
provided by NRCS, as are often the
office space and equipment, vehicle
use, daily technician supervision and
training. The Colorado State Conser-
vation Board (CSCB) - part of the
Conservation Services Division of the
Department of Agriculture -  adminis-
ters the overall program and receives
appropriations from the Colorado
legislature to provide a quarter of the
DCT program funding. Local Conser-
vation Districts provide the final
quarter of the funding - through their
own funds or those of local partners.
The Conservation Districts also
provide the administrative support to
hire and manage the technician posi-
tions - the technicians are District
employees and without the Districts
they would not be there to serve
landowners.

Although other states also fund
conservation technicians through
similar NRCS and state funds -
Colorado is quite unique in the com-
mitment of it’s Conservation Districts
to provide financial and administrative

support. In other states, it is far more
usual for the state to employ and
manage these conservation techni-
cians. This says a great deal about the
dedication and resourcefulness of
Colorado’s Conservation Districts in
serving their landowners and commu-
nities.

Conservation Districts provide a
“locally-led” cornerstone and a local
voice for natural resource concerns
and landowners. They were formed
to help guide federal and other
conservation efforts towards the most
appropriate and necessary local
conservation actions in communities
all over America. The DCT Program
is but one example of Colorado
Conservation Districts’ exceptional
investment to make a difference for
those they serve. The DCT techni-
cians that Districts employ draw $75
federal and state dollars into local
economies for every $25 of local
dollars spent, assist landowners with
implementation and funding of conser-
vation measures, help the counties
with issues such as soil erosion,
noxious weed control, water quality
and highway blizzard mitigation, and
of course protect the land, water and
wildlife resources for all Colorado
citizens - present and future.

For Conservation Districts
interested in participating in the
program in 2009, solicitation for
funding will be announced at the
beginning of June this year for an end
of August deadline.. Meanwhile, if
you would like more information
please contact Pam King at CSCB:
Tel: 303 239 4170 or
pam.king@ag.state.co.us. Or visit the
Colorado Department of Agriculture
Conservation Services web page at
http://www.colorado.gov/ag/csd and
follow the links to the Colorado State
Conservation Board, District Conser-
vation Technician Program.

Agate
Baca County

Bent
Boulder Valley

Branson Trinchera
Burlington

Center
Colorado First

Cope
Costilla

Custer County-Divide
Deer Trail

Delta
Double El

East Adams
East Otero
Fremont
Haxtun

Conservation Districts Key
To Increased Technical
Assistance
By Pam King, Colorado State
Conservation Board

Conservation Districts Enrolled in
Conservation Technician Program

La Plata

The Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts (CACD) has
become aware of a major problem
concerning landowners that have
placed conservation easements on
their land and sold tax credits.  The
IRS is now auditing several of these
landowners and other landowners
have placed conservation easements
on their land but have been unable to
sell their tax credits.  CACD is
creating a database of these landown-
ers that are suffering revenue loss
through the easement program.  At
this time, CACD is unsure of the
extent of those involved in audits and
tax sales.  There are reports of 100 to
300, and maybe more.

CACD has been active in the
current legislation before the House

(HB 1353), but feels that it does not
address the problems of those
facing audits or the inability to sell
their credits.  With an accurate
database of names and location,
CACD hopes to be able to develop
a strategy to approach the IRS and
Colorado Department of Revenue
in an effort to resolve this issue.
Most of the Colorado legislators are
not aware of the number involved in
this crisis.

If you are interested in becom-
ing a part of this database, please
contact CACD. PO Box 4138,
Woodland Park, CO 80866,email
darlene@cacd.us or call 719-686-
0020.  It will be very beneficial to
have at minimum a general idea of
areas and acreages involved.

CACD Creating Database
of Landowners Suffering
Revenue Loss from Conser-
vation Easement Program

By JD Wright, CACD Vice-President
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Partners in Conservation

CACD is proud to have these state and federal agencies as
contributing  partners to our newsletter.  The following  pages
are dedicated to conservation programs of the Partnership.

Developing a nutrient manage-
ment plan (NMP) is not only a
good idea but it just makes good
business sense.  Nutrient manage-
ment refers to controlling the
amount, source, placement, form,
and timing of plant nutrients and soil
amendments.  How does this
translate into a sound land manage-
ment business practice?  Producers
who implement NMPs are able to
minimize fertilizer costs; increase the
nutrient efficiency of their cropping
systems; comply with mandated
environmental regulations; and
decrease potential negative impacts
of nutrients on the environment.

NMPs vary in complexity
from providing a budget for all
potential sources of nutrients to
planning amendment applications to
improve the condition of a soil.
“Nutrient management is an essen-
tial practice for a cropland agricul-
ture resource management system,”
states Jim Sharkoff, Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
(NRCS) State Conservation
Agronomist, Lakewood, CO.  “For
crop producers, the process begins
with a soil test to evaluate the
fertility status of the soil.  Then the
nutrient requirement for the crop to
be grown is determined based on
realistic yield goals.”

NRCS recommends nutrient
management plans for cropland
resource management systems
because they help landowners:

1. Budget and supply nutrients
for plant production;

2. Properly utilize manure and
organic by-products as a plant
nutrient source;

3. Minimize agricultural
nonpoint source pollution of water
supplies;

4. Protect air quality; and
5. Improve the physical and

biological condition of soil.
At a minimum, nutrient manage-

ment plans include aerial site photo-
graphs or field maps, and a soils
map; the current and/or planned
production sequence or crop rota-
tion; soil test results and recom-
mended nutrient application rates,
form, placement, and timing.   NMPs
may stand alone or combined with
other practices to make up a man-
agement system.

The complexity of nutrient
management plans is as varied as
their purposes for planning and
application. Therefore, it is highly
recommended that landowners
considering developing and imple-
menting an NMP, contact their local
NRCS field office or Conservation
District.

While nutrient management is an
essential practice for cropland, it is
only one piece of the conservation
planning puzzle,” states Jeff Burwell,
NRCS State Resource Conserva-
tionist, Lakewood, CO.  Producers
are encouraged to visit their local
NRCS field office for information
about developing a resource man-
agement system for their agricultural
operation.”

Nutrient Management Plans
Make Good Business Sense

Double El Conservation District
received a $25,000 Matching Grant
to establish cost-share assistance to
landowners to install conservation
practices.  Landowners submitted 41
applications for cost share assistance
for project proposals totaling over
$133,000.

Double El CD approved and
funded 29 landowner’s projects to
install conservation practices.
Landowners were required to fund at
least 50% of the project on their
own.  Project costs totaled $69,459
and landowners were reimbursed for

$25,000.  Practices installed included
15 windbreaks, 5 fencing projects,
3 windmill towers/heads, 1 solar
pumping system, 2 terracing projects
and 6 noxious weed treatment con-
tracts.

The conservation practices
benefited over 2,345 acres of land.
Double El CD is very thankful for the
Matching Grants program that was
funded by the Colorado State Legis-
lators to be able to provide this
worthwhile assistance to landowners
in their district.

Double El CD Provides $25,000
toAgricultural Producers

By Petra Barnes-Walker, NRCS State Public Affairs Specialist
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Conservation District Leaders
came together from across the state
for a weekend in April to kickoff the
first session of the 2008 Colorado
Conservation Leadership Program.
The Conservation Leadership Class
met in Denver to develop their leader-
ship skills and meet with their respec-
tive legislators at the Capitol.

The members participated in
interactive presentations by Ray
Ledgerwood who has worked with
Conservation Districts, US Depart-
ment of Agriculture Natural Resources
Conservation Service and other
conservation partner organizations on
capacity building, organizational
development and leadership develop-
ment for nearly 30 years.  The mem-
bers identified the critical skills needed
to be a leader and how to utilize those
skills in their respective roles as
District Board Members and as
District Managers.

The group identified the charac-
teristics of effective board meetings
such as starting and ending on time,
effective agendas that identify ex-
pected outcomes for each agenda
item, and utilizing committees.  They
discussed the role of each board
member or district manager to assure
district board meetings are more
efficient and productive.

The class members participated
in a fun and exciting True Colors
workshop where they learned about
how personalities effect communica-
tions and working relationships.

Another session focused on the
importance of policy development
and implementation.  It is important
for districts to have written policies to
assure consistency and to help new
board members and employees as
they become involved with the
district.  The group leaned how
policy development for programs,
management, administration, fiscal &
legal areas, staffing, personnel,
funding, public relations, and facility/
equipment are important aspects of
an effective conservation district.

The class visited the fire reha-
bilitation site at Walker Ranch owned
and operated by Boulder County
Open Space.  This tour was an
excellent opportunity to see the value
of partnerships and how they truly
benefit on-the-ground conservation.

The group also learned the legal
requirements and ethics of conserva-
tion district officials.  Given the fact
conservation districts are political
subdivisions of the State, district
officials are held to a higher standard
than a traditional board.  Conserva-
tion district board members (supervi-
sors) are elected officials with
significant fiduciary responsibility to
their constituents regarding financial
and natural resources.

The class members visited the
Capitol on Monday talking with their
respective legislators and gaining a
better understanding of the legislative
process.  Senator Isgar met with the
group and explained how several bills

  
 

 
 
Conservation Leaders share a lighter moment with 
Representative Jerry Sonnenberg  
 

Brenda Anderson, Center CD
Shannon Castrodale, Shavano
CD
Jim Cazer, Delta CD
Judy Davies, Delta CD
Bonnie Koblitz, Middle Park CD
Val Loose, Morgan CD
Bill Noble, Mesa CD
Sharie Prow, Bookcliff CD
Brendon Rockey, Center CD

A few of the conservation
leaders and conservation partners
reflected on the engaging program:

I thought the class might be a
group of people trying to learn
about Leadership.  Instead, I found
a group of present leaders, all
sharing their current best practices
with other leaders.  We all grew.  -
Larry Sweeney, Conservation
Program Leader, Delta Conserva-
tion District

“A ton of ideas that will carry
me for a year!  Thanks so much.
You guys did such a great job putting
this on!”  - Bonnie Koblitz, Conser-
vation Program Leader, Middle Park
Conservation District

“The leadership program
opened my mind, exposed me to
additional issues facing the districts,
and  provided me with an even
greater appreciation for the hard
work carried out day-to-day by my
Board.” - Bill Noble, Conservation
Program Leader, Mesa Conservation
District

“As a relatively new staff mem-
ber, I’m still learning “where the rocks
are in the river”. Your experience,
insight, and enthusiasm gave me a
number of new approaches to those
“tenured” district boards I’m working
with as well as refocusing my priori-
ties as I support District Managers
and districts in my region.” - Mark
Cronquist, CSCB Conservation
Specialist, (comment on Ray
Ledgerwood’s presentation)

“It was great to watch the
participants grow in their confidence
as they built relationships with their
state representatives - all in the name
of locally led conservation.”  - Cindy
Lair, CSCB Program Manager

2008 Conservation Leadership Class, pictured with conservation
partners, Walker Ranch and Boulder County Open Space

Leadership on the Rocks!

. . .Colorado’s Conservation
      Leadership Program

By Callie Hendrickson

effect conservation districts.
The Colorado Division of Recla-

mation Mining & Safety Director, Ron
Cattany, met with the class members
and discussed the opportunities for
conservation districts to partner with
the division to address reclamation
efforts.

It was exceptionally rewarding to
see the class members’ enthusiasm as
they departed for home.  They left the
three day leadership workshop with a
heightened awareness of their respon-
sibilities and the energy to return to
their districts and make a difference.

We are all looking forward to the
next Colorado Conservation Leader-
ship session July 28 & 29, 2008 in
Glenwood Springs.  This session will
focus on communications and plan-
ning.

Participants in the
2008 Conservation
Leadership Class

Larry Sweeney, Bookcliff CD
Forrest Towns, Debeque/
Plateau Valley CD
Danielle Wollert, Prowers CD

 
 

 
 
Conservation Leaders at Denver Capitol  
 

 
 
Shannon Castrodale, Bonnie Koblitz, Bill Noble and 
Val Loos meet with Ron Cattany CO Division of  
Reclamation Mining & Safety Director at the Capitol 
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Colorado had a strong presence
at the NACD Annual Meeting in
February.   Colorado was heavily
involved in the NACD resolution
process at the Annual Meeting.
CACD’s resolution submitted to
NACD after the 2007 CACD Annual
Meeting concerning CRP Utilization
as an Over Wintering Stock Resource
was adopted 9-0 with the following
minor amendments for policy:|

 As a result of the loss and
potential loss of over-wintering
feed stock created by de-watering,
NACD will work with FSA to
enable over winter grazing on CRP
lands via the Managed Haying and
Grazing Program.  This would
necessitate a change in current law
regarding grazing restriction on
CRP’s Managed Haying and Graz-
ing Program.  NACD supports the
utilization of CRP acres as an
alternative grazing resource for
over wintering livestock herds as
de-watering pressures increase and
irrigated land feed stocks decline.
Payment adjustments accompany
such CRP contracts.

Current NACD policy entitled
Conservation Reserve Program is not
specific to this issue.

NACD Policy:  “8.K.2.  Haying,
grazing and timber harvest on CRP
lands, including buffers, should be
prohibited unless those activities
conform to a district-approved plan
that will maintain buffers, benefit
wildlife, improve cover quality and
reduce erosion.”

NACD continues to support the
prohibition of haying, grazing and
timber harvest on these lands,  unless
the haying and grazing conform to a

NACD
Resolutions

I am proud!  I am proud to be
acquainted with an organization as
dedicated as CACD and very proud
to be representing the conservation
districts of Colorado.  This sense of
pride evolves from being involved
first-hand in the hard work of CACD
and in observing first-hand the hard
work of the conservation districts
and their partners.

This last month the CACD
Board came before the Joint Senate
and House Ag Committee and
provided information to the legisla-
tors on projects being carried out by
the conservation districts.

Brian Starkebaum and Brian
Neufeld presented a power point
presentation detailing how the
conservation districts use funds to
leverage additional dollars for con-
servation programs.  They requested
the legislature’s support of additional
funding for conservation districts’
work.  Representative Bernie
Buescher has been instrumental in
moving House Bill 1399 forward this
session, which will allocate an
additional $200,000 to conservation
district work.

Over the last two months I have
had the honor of attending ten
evening annual meetings of conserva-
tion districts.  The hard work of the
conservation districts is most evident.
With completion of 2007 year-end
reports, direct assistance applica-
tions, annual meeting preparations,
and continued attendance to on-the-
ground projects, (all in the first
quarter), it is obvious how hard the
conservation districts are working
and how their hard work is paying
off.

There are many issues the
districts face, but what I have seen is
that the districts, at all levels, are
strong and determined in carrying out
their missions on behalf of the land-
owners.

In my work with CACD on
behalf of the conservation districts,
providing support on legislation,
administering funds under cooperative
agreements, securing foundation
funding for Camp Rocky, maintaining
the budget, and coordinating meet-
ings, among other tasks, I have found
myself wishing I were three people.
However, it is the “power of three”
which I have learned through the
Conservation Leadership Program
that brings success.  In this case it is
not necessarily the power of three as
an individual, but the power of three
as partners.”   I look to the strong
alliance with Allen Green, NRCS and
Cindy Lair, CSCB to move the
effectiveness of CACD and the
conservation districts forward.  As
well, I look to expand CACD’s
partnerships in conservation and
community outreach, to further serve
the conservation districts and support
their needs.  As the districts’ needs
increase or change, please know the
phone is always on and the email
system engaged (some 50 per day,
but keep them coming!)

Executive
Director’s
Message

By Darlene Jensen

Darlene Jensen

“The Power of Three”
Allen Green (NRCS),
Darlene Jensen
(CACD), and Cindy
Lair (CSCB)
2008 NACD Annual
Meeting

Center CD Hosts Applicators Test
The Center Conservation

District held a Private Applicators
Workshop on March 6, 2008 at the
Center Volunteer Fire Department.
Training for the applicators test began
at 10:00 a.m., followed by a compli-
mentary lunch at noon provided by
the district.

Merle Dillon, CSU Agronomist
at the Center Research Center
conducted the training, with the
assistance of Don Henderson, Certi-
fied Crop Advisor.  Following the
training, an open book test, was

plan that will benefit wildlife and
improve cover quality and reduce
erosion.

Clean Water Act proposed
amendment

A resolution of particular interest
which was brought by North Dakota
and Texas adopted by NACD for
action concerns a proposed amend-
ment to the Clean Water Act and the
definition of “waters of the United
States:”

Two bills are before Congress,
(S 1870 and HR 2421) may signifi-
cantly affect landowners, operators
and conservation districts and
expand the jurisdictional reach of
the Army Corps of Engineers by
changing the phrase “navigable
waters” to “waters of the United
States”.

The proposed change would
give the Corps effective control
over ponds, lakes, intermittent
streams, wetlands, ditches, sloughs,
etc., all of which have ultimately
have an impact on ground water,
thus vastly increasing the Corps’
control of water in our nation.

The proposed legislation is in
response to two US Supreme Court
wetlands cases (SWANCC 2001 and
Rapanos 2006) which ruled in favor
of landowners and local government
by limiting the Corps’ jurisdiction to
true “navigable waters” so that 404
permits were not required for various
local water management activities.

NACD supports the decisions
of the Supreme Court to leave the
management of non-navigable waters
in the hands of landowners and local
governments.  NACD opposes any
attempt to expand the jurisdictional
control of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and EPA over water resources.

At this time NACD continues to
work in Washington to oppose the
bills.

administered by Merle Dillon. Cost of
the training study book was $25.00
and was paid for by the Center
Conservation District.

The completed tests were
forwarded to the Colorado Depart-
ment of Agriculture for grading.
Those who  passed received their
license from the Colorado Depart-
ment of Agriculture. This is the first
workshop of this kind that the district
has hosted, but the board plans to
make this at least an annual event and
possibly a semi-annual event.
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On Feb. 12, Gov. Bill Ritter
created the Colorado Forest Health
Advisory Council, a multi-agency
action group that will coordinate and
lead efforts to address the mountain
pine beetle epidemic and other threats
to Colorado’s 22 million acres of
forestland.

“Colorado’s forests are vital to
our environment, to our communities,
to our economy and to our overall
quality of life,” Gov. Ritter said. “But
our forests are at risk, and one of the
biggest risks is the mountain pine
beetle. This epidemic has decimated
more than 1.5 million acres of mature
lodge-pole pines over the past
decade and could wipe them out in
another three to five years.

“Many people have been
working on this issue for years,” Gov.
Ritter added. “The time has come for
a unified, coordinated and aggressive
action plan that enlists all stakeholders
as collaborative partners in this fight.
The time has come for state govern-
ment to lead that effort. The Colorado
Forest Health Advisory Council will
bring together local, state, federal and
private interests to identify and
implement short-term actions and
long-term forest health strategies.”

Harris Sherman, executive
director of the Colorado Department
of Natural Resources, and Jeff
Jahnke, state forester and director of
the Colorado State Forest Service,
co-chair the council. Other council
members include Hamlet “Chips” J.
Barry, Denver Water Department;
Charles E. Bedford, The Nature
Conservancy; Rick Cables, US
Forest Service; Robert H. Davis,

Forest Energy Corp.; Nancy
Fishering, Intermountain Resources;
State Sen. Dan Gibbs, Senate District
16; Kara S. Heide, Vail Resorts;
James A. Ignatius, Teller County;
Suzanne R. Jones, The Wilderness
Society; Susan Kirkpatrick, Colorado
Department of Local Affairs; James
Martin, Colorado Department of
Public Health & Environment;
Kendrick E. Neubecker, Colorado
Trout Unlimited; Joseph T. O’Leary,
Warner College of Natural Re-
sources, Colorado State University;
Suzanne B. O’Neill, Colorado
Wildlife Federation; Tom Plant,
Governor’s Energy Office; Barry J.
Smith, Eagle County Emergency
Management Director; Rebecca L.

Swanson, Office of Governor Bill
Ritter, Jr.; Ronald N. Turley, Western
Area Power Administration, Edward
C. Wang, Town of Granby; State
Rep. Al White, District 57; Sally
Wisely, Bureau of Land Management.
.The Council will immediately develop
a short-term action plan that:

* Implements priorities in
Community Wildfire Protection
Plans;

* Supports establishment of
Forest Improvement Districts;

* Coordinates expansion of
economic incentives to reduce
forest treatment costs;

* Implements landscape-scale
stewardship projects; and

* Continues the Community
Forest Restoration Grant Pro-
gram.

The Council also will develop
long-term strategies for sustainable
forest health, addressing:

* A statewide vision to pro-
tect communities from fire and
restore forest health;

* Guiding principles for the
design and implementation of
restoration projects;

* A method to monitor and
evaluate existing projects and
share lessons learned; and

* Ways to increase public
awareness about the relationship
between healthy forests and clean
drinking water, quality wildlife
habitat, safe communities, strong
economies, and recreational and
tourism values.

The Council will report back to
the Governor and Legislature annu-
ally. If recommendations require
legislative action, those recommenda-
tions will be submitted by Oct. 1 prior
to the January start of the legislative
session.

“Many healthy-forest efforts are
already underway,” Gov. Ritter said.
“This Council is not another study
group. It is an action group. This is
not just about managing a crisis; it’s
about getting ahead of it. It’s about
being proactive as we consider the
future of our forests 25, 50, 100
years from now.”

During its first meeting on March
27, council members focused on
short-term opportunities related to
state and federal legislation, as well as
the long-term need for a comprehen-
sive vision for Colorado’s future
forests.

Several representatives of the
state’s Congressional delegation
provided an update on forestry and
wildfire legislation, and discussed the
potential impacts of program cuts
proposed in President Bush’s FY
2009 budget. State Sen. Dan Gibbs
also provided an update on forestry-
related bills at the Capitol.

Council members also discussed
a new comprehensive state forest
resource assessment being developed

by the Colorado State Forest Ser-
vice. The assessment will incorporate
several factors, including forest health,
wildfire risk, population growth,
wildlife habitat and critical watersheds
to identify priority forest landscapes
in need of management.

Once completed, the assessment
will provide a vision and roadmap for
the state’s diverse forestry interests to
work together to address Colorado’s
most pressing forest management
challenges.

Other topics discussed at the
March 27 meeting included:

* Opportunities to further
the work of existing local forest
collaboratives, such as the Front
Range Roundtable and Colorado
Bark Beetle Coalition;

* The need to reduce cost of
forest treatments through market
development, incentives and
increased use of prescribed fire;

* Strategies for combining
wildfire risk reduction in water-
sheds with the restoration of
forest health;

* The importance of assisting
communities with Community
Wildfire Protection Plans
(CWPPs) and FireWise building
strategies; and

* Ways to use forest biomass
as a renewable energy resource as
part of Gov. Ritter’s Climate
Action Plan.

Governor Ritter Creates
Forest Health Advisory Council

The Colorado Forest Health Advisory Council will address the mountain pine beetle
epidemic and other threats to Colorado’s 22 million acres of forestland.
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The Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts (CACD) is
often confused with the Colorado
State Conservation Board (CSCB).
This can be attributed to a number of
similarities between the two boards:

* Each assists the 77 Conserva-
tion Districts in Colorado in fulfilling
their statutory mission by providing
local stewardship for natural resource
conservation

* Each board membership is
made up by individuals elected at the
watershed level by you, the District
supervisors representing the produc-
ers

* Periodically each of these two
boards meet together to discuss and
coordinate topics of mutual interest.
In fact, one such meeting was held
this past January 24th in Denver

* Similarities of the two boards
have created a unique partnership
dedicated to the advancement of
resource conservation in Colorado

On the flip side, the two organi-
zations provide a very different
service to the 77 Conservation
Districts:

Organizational Authority:
* CACD - is a Colorado

Nonprofit Corporation organized
under the IRS section 501 (c) (3)

* CSCB - is authorized by the
passage of the 1937 Colorado Soil
Conservation Act, CRS 35-70 and
subsequently amended

Financially supported by:

* CACD - Membership dues,
grants and projects such as Camp
Rocky

* CSCB - Colorado state
legislature, fees for program support,
i.e., conservation technicians, Basin
States Parallel Program

Services provided:

* CACD
1. Acts as District and pro-

ducers’ advocate
* Conflicts with CSCB
* Legislative concerns such as

the 1977 Farm Bill at the national
level and District funding via CSCB at
the state level

* Last year CACD was instru-
mental in retaining the tax exempt
status for Districts

* CACD staff and Board
worked very closely with the NRCS
in program structure and development

* Board members sit on review
committee for CSCB program
development and ranking

2. Carry Conservation Dis-
tricts’ message

* Assist Districts in becoming
better known in their respective
communities

* Represent agriculture at
meetings on water, grazing lands,
energy, etc.

3. Staffing.
* One full-time Executive Vice-

President
* One part-time employee,

maximum of 20 hrs. per week.

* CSCB Services:

1. Administer a range of state
and federal funding programs

* Direct assistance ranking and
funding

* Matching grants ranking and
funding

* Conservation technician
oversight.  There are 3 sources of
funding NRCS 50%, CSCB 25%
participating District 25%, plus
employee support costs.

* Basin States Parallel Program
(BSPP), 6 western Colorado Districts
participate in this salinity program

* Salinity technician oversight
funded by BOR via NRCS to
CSCB-BSPP program

* Irrigation water management
(IWM) specialist in western Colo-
rado.  This position is funded by the
BSPP program.

2. Assures that all Districts
comply with state statutes, i.e.,
budget, election, open meetings,
audits, etc.

3. Conducts Annual and
long-range work plan reviews

4.  Verifies that public funds
are used properly and effectively

5. Staffing:
* The CSCB has 6.5 employ-

ees, two work in the Lakewood
office, .5 work in the Grand Junction
office.  The remaining four employees
are providing assistance directly to the
77 Colorado Conservation Districts.
One of the four manages the BSPP
program and provides assistance to

the 6 participating Districts.
The three conservation special-

ists are located in Greeley, Colorado
Springs, and Grand Junction.  Their
job is to work directly with Districts
and watersheds to develop conserva-
tion programs, field days, work plans,
education of supervisors and the
general public, funding, and keeping
Districts legal.  The Conservation
Specialists are there to serve you!

After this long dissertation of the
CACD/CSCB partnership, my
closing message (if you are still with
me) is that, of the lengthy applications
and reports that District managers and
supervisors are being required by the
CSCB to file, rest assured, that the
board members are reading, summa-
rizing, and reporting to the state
legislature and federal partners in
order to verify the appropriate use of
public funds.

During discussions with District
managers and supervisors the primary
concern has been the complex and
laborious process of the Direct

CACD - CSCB  Partnership
By Eric Jessen
CACD President

Assistance Program.  In addition, the
current ranking system sometimes
results in rewarding Districts that least
need assistance at the expense of
Districts that need assistance the
most.  I acknowledge that the Assis-
tance Program needs to be improved.
My challenge is for the managers and
supervisors to set emotion aside and
to discuss their program suggestions
and concerns with their CACD and
CSCB representatives and with the
Conservation Specialist in their
watershed.  Perhaps in this way we
will develop a simpler, less time
consuming reporting system that will
result in more assistance for your
District.  It cannot be done without
your input.

The CACD and the CSCB have
19 board members and 8 staff
members here to serve you.  It is your
responsibility to contact us with your
concerns and suggestions as to how
better to fulfill the conservation
mission.  Your input is crucial.

Prowers CD Plays Active Role in
State’s Irrigation Efficiency Rules

When a draft of the State
Engineer’s Proposed Irrigation
Efficieny Rules was unveiled last
fall, the Prowers Conservation
District voiced objections.  Vice-
President Donnie McBee arranged
meetings with State Engineer Dick
Wolfe, Colorado Agriculture

Commissioner John Stulp, and
Governor Bill Ritter to share con-
cerns about the rules.  As a result,
the rules are currently undergoing
revision and the State Engineer’s
office has pledged to continue the
conversation with area irrigators.
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CACD President Eric Jessen
(left) and Senator Gail Schwartz
(center) attended a Small Hydro-
Electric all-day gathering earlier this
year in Glenwood Springs.  Many
producers in the Bookcliff, Mount
Sopris and South Side conservation
districts have expressed interest in
developing small hydro-electric
projects by capturing the power of
water flowing as irrigation through
their properties.

Small Hydro Stirs Interest
in western Colorado

The Colorado Harvesting
Energy Network helped organize the
event, which provided the Governor’s
Energy Office input on a Small Hydro
Action Plan currently under develop-
ment.  Also in attendance on behalf of
the conservation districts were Callie
Hendrickson, Colorado State Con-
servation Board, Conservation
Specialist for the Western Slope, and
Darlene Jensen, CACD Executive
Director.

Spring is here but before we
know it, it will be time to plan for this
fall’s annual meeting.  As a reminder
to all Conservation Districts, spouses
of all District Supervisors are auto-
matically members of the Auxiliary.
We meet once per year at the annual
meeting, to be held this year on
November 17 - 20 in Estes Park.
We generally have a short business
meeting followed by a craft project.
We all have fun - come join us!

Our main project is hosting the
“Silent Auction” at the annual meeting.
Funds raised are used to support
scholarships to Camp Rocky, the
annual poster contest and other
selected agricultural beneficiaries.  We
also sponsor a raffle at the banquet.
The raffle item is donated each year
by one of the Watershed Associations
- The San Juan and Rio Grande

CACD Ladies Auxiliary Update
donate for the 2008 meeting.

We encourage every CD to
donate at least two items (and more if
possible) to the Silent Auction.
Popular items are those that are
unique and representative of your CD
service area, locally made crafts,
items that could make great holiday
gifts and items suitable for both male
and female bidders.  It’s not too early
to start thinking about a donation.

Please note that donations to the
Auxiliary may be made through
CACD and are tax deductible, as
CACD is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization.

If you need additional informa-
tion, please contact Sally Fosha:  Tel.
(719) 347-2785; or email:
fosha-bsr@att.net

Watersheds are being asked to

The Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) in Colorado
reinforces its commitment to conser-
vation planning and continues its
emphasis as one of the Agency’s
highest priorities.  Conservation plans
are developed by first understanding
the resource needs and a landowner’s
desired land use goals, then, based on
sound scientific practices, NRCS
provides hands on assistance to help
the landowner achieve as many of
their goals as possible.

“Planning is critical to the
success of almost any endeavor, and
getting the kind of results you desire
from the land is no different.  Devel-
oping and implementing a conserva-
tion plan can identify and provide
focus to activities that will reap those
desired results.  A conservation plan
can only increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of conservation efforts,”
says Allen Green, NRCS State
Conservationist, Lakewood, CO.

The science and technology
behind conservation planning began in
the early 1940s with the father of
Conservation, Hugh H. Bennett.
NRCS continues his same methodol-
ogy: a conservation planner must
consider the needs and capabilities of
each acre within the plan; consider the
client’s resources and economic
situation; incorporate the client’s

willingness to try new practices;
consider the land’s relationship to the
entire farm, ranch, or watershed, and;
ensure the conservationist’s presence
out on the land.

“NRCS is proud of the ideology
behind its conservation planning
process,” Green goes on to say.  “As
it serves as a road map which identi-
fies alternatives to reach desired
results, it also offers benefits not only
for the landowner but, when imple-
mented, to our natural resources as
well.”

NRCS  encourages landowners
to enroll into a conservation plan and
implement it. “We want our customers
to know how important this tool is
and how valuable it can be.  We will
take advantage of any opportunity to
foster that message,” Green states.

“It’s one of the best tools to
help landowners assess and inventory
their resources.  It’s developed using
state of the art technology and gener-
ates information that if implemented
can have a positive impact on the
bottom line.  It’s free.  NRCS pro-
vides this service at no cost to the
landowner, and if landowners develop
and implement a conservation plan,
they may receive priority status when
and if they decide to apply for certain
NRCS financial assistance and
stewardship programs.”

NRCS Committed to
Conservation Planning

By Petra Barnes-Walker, NRCS Public Affairs Specialist

CACD President Gary Jessen and State Senator Gail Schwartz discuss
hydro-electric oportunities for landowners.
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They are designed to provide valuable understanding on topics
including:  financing and legal issues, transmission challenges, making
business deals work, what power purchasers need and trends in public
policy.

Speakers will include representatives from the Governor’s Energy
Office, major wind companies, community wind developers, utilities, and
technical experts. To register call Colorado Working Landscapes at (303)
283-3524 or email: Covert@workinglandscapes.com

Rural landowners and community members are invited to attend an
information-packed workshop on how to develop community-based wind
energy projects.  Participants will learn how their communities can take
advantage of eastern Colorado’s outstanding wind resources and how wind
energy can bring significant economic development benefits to rural com-
munities.

The workshops are sponsored by the Governor’s Energy Office, the
U.S. Department of Energy, Colorado Working Landscapes and Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union.

1. Conservation Districts (CDs)
have the statuary authority to accept
and hold conservation easements.
T    F

2. At least 70% of the supervi-
sors of each district are required to be
agricultural producers who are
landowners in the district, except
through petition to the state board.
T    F

3. Members of the board are
entitled to travel, expenses and per
diem.     T    F

4. Conservation Districts are
political subdivisions of the State.
T    F

5. CDs have the power and duty
to conduct surveys, investigations and
research relating to the character of
soil conservation and the preventative
and control measures needed.  In
order to avoid duplication of research
activities, such work, where possible,
shall be conducted in cooperation
with the government of the state or
any of its agencies or with the U.S. or
any of its agencies.    T    F

6. CDS have the power and
duty to conduct demonstrational
projects within the district on state,
federal, or private lands with the
consent of landowners.    T     F

7. CDs have the power and duty
to erect structures and maintain any
facilities to arrest or prevent the
erosion of soils.    T    F

8. CDs have the power and duty
to cooperate or enter into agreements
with and to furnish financial or other
aid to an agency, governmental or
otherwise, or any owner or occupant
of lands within the district in the

carrying on of erosion control, flood
control, and water conservation
practices within the district subject to
such conditions as the supervisors
deem necessary.    T    F

9. CDs may acquire control of
any property, real or personal, by
eminent domain.    T    F

10. CDs have the power and
duty to make available, to landowners
and occupants of the district, on such
terms as it shall prescribe, agricultural
and engineering machinery and
equipment, fertilizer, seeds and
seedlings, and such other material or
equipment for the conservation of soil
and water resources.    T    F

11.  CDs may not accept grants,
services and materials or borrow
money from the U.S., State of Colo-
rado or from any other source.  T    F

12.  CDs have the power and
duty to take over, by purchase, lease
or otherwise, and to administer any
soil conservation, erosion control, or
erosion prevention project located
within its boundaries undertaken by
U.S. or state agencies.    T    F

13.  CDs may sue and be sued
in the name of the district.    T.    F

14.  CDs have the power and
duty to sponsor, plan, construct,
maintain and operate flood prevention
and watershed improvement projects.
T    F

15.  CDs have the power and
duty to participate in the formulation
and implementation of non-point
source water pollution control pro-
grams related to agricultural practices.
T    F

Conservation District and
Supervisor Powers QUIZ

(Answers on page 3)

I have only recently had the
pleasure of coming to know Randy
Randall, Asst. State Conservationist
(NRCS), as he just returned earlier
this year from his military duty.
Randy has worked with me on the
cooperative agreements CACD has
with NRCS.  He has proven to have
genuine interest in the success of
carrying out the cooperative agree-
ments.  I have found his guidance to
not only be accurate, but of a per-
sonal touch that makes working with
the agreements more manageable.  I

feel as though CACD has a very
good friend in Randy.    However our
friend and partner in conservation has
once again been called upon to return
to his military duty.  Randy will be
deploying for Iraq this summer and
will be away for over a year.  I will
personally miss his positive and
reassuring attitude while he is away.
Randy, we wish you safekeep while
in Iraq.  To you, your wife and family,
thank you very much for your service.
Hurry back!

A Trusted Friend & Partner
By Darlene Jensen, CACD Executive Director
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The Baca County Resource Center was filled April 4th as 90 people
celebrated the Baca County CD’s Annual Meeting and 70th Anniversary Party.
The business meeting was presided by Miles Swanson, BCCD Vice-President.
District Manager Misty George presented a review of BCCD
accomplishments in 2007.  Throughout the evening comedian/magician, Mr. E
mingled amongst the guests tickling everyone’s funny bone and amazing them
with slight of hand.

Colorado’s Commissioner of Agriculture John Stulp was the featured
guest speaker.  Hispresentation detailed the Department of Agriculture’s
misssion aand the divisions that carry out those functions.  Commissioner Stulp
stated that Colorado’s agricultural industry contributes ;nearly $7 billion to the
state. economy annually.

Baca County CD Celebrates
70th  Anniversary

Agriculture Commissioner John Stulp addresses crowd at Baca County
CD’s Annual Meeting.  Article by Misty George, District Manager.

Costilla CD Purchases
Goats for Weed Control

In an effort to sustain the viability
of agricultural lands and waterways,
the Costilla CD has purchased 125
goats to assist in an integrated ap-
proach to noxious weed control.

The District is working with
Costilla County, private landowners,
and acequia irrigation ditches to form
grazing plans to eradicate leafy
spurge, musk thistle, Canada thistle,
and other noxious weeds.  Biological

pest controls will be combined with
the use of goatsin some cases to help
combat leafy spurge.

A GPS acequia inventory to be
conducted by the District this spring
will also help pinpoint problem areas
of weeds along waterways.  The
Costilla CD goat grazing project is
made possible through a grant from
the Colorado State Conservation
Board.

On February 18, 2008, the
conservation movement in Colorado
lost a quiet champion-Edgar Cannon.
Edgar retired in 2003 after being a
founding member and then serving on
the Olney-Boone Conservation
District (CD) Board for 52 years.

At his service, I was struck
by the display table that his family had
set up.  Prominently displayed were
the Goodyear Conservation Award,
his two Awards of Merit from the
Olney-Boone Conservation District
for 40 years then 50 years of service,
and his 2003 Distinguished Supervi-
sor Award presented to him by the
Colorado Association of Conserva-
tion Districts (CACD).  There was
also a photo that I took of Randy
Loutzenheiser presenting him the
CACD Award.  His family said that
these awards meant a great deal to
Edgar.

What struck me is that Edgar
did not make a big “to do” about his
conservation work or his service to
the conservation movement and
districts.  He just felt it was the right
thing to do.

After serving his country in
World War II, Edgar returned to
build the 13,000-acre ranch his son
and daughter-in-law, Mike and such

Conservation
Loses a Quiet
Champion

By Mary Miller’ Public
Affairs Specialist, La Junta

Jeanette, now operate.  To pull the
unit together, Edgar reseeded 2,000
acres of dryland farm ground to
native grasses with no cost-share or
program help.  He also reseeded 400
acres of dryland farm ground in the
’50s Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) and 160 acres of the last
dryland crop fields in the 1980s CRP
program.

When the County Commis-
sioners in the Arkansas Valley de-
cided to ignore the Colorado State
Dust Blowing Act, Edgar took them
to court to force County Commis-
sioner action on dust blowing com-
plaints.  He was successful in his
court case and the result has been
that the Southeast Colorado County
Commissioners have vigorously
enforced the dust blowing complaints
ever since.

Edgar was very influential in
getting No Plow Ordinances passed
in Otero and Crowley counties.

Edgar also helped organize
revegetation demonstration plots for
land that had the water sold off of it.
He worked in the political and legal
arena to make sure that all irrigation
water transfers recognize that aban-
doned land must be left in a pro-
tected state, before irrigation water is
removed.  Today’s court rulings
guarantee proper reclamation be
applied to all dewatered land.

The Colorado Conservation
movement is fortunate to have had
such a quiet champion in Edgar
Cannon.  He will be missed by all
who knew him.
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