2018 RESOLUTION FORM
Title of Resolution:
Dust Bowl Priority Area


District Submitting: 
Olney Boone Conservation District
This new Resolution is: (check one)

_____ Policy Amendment
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert Amendment: 

_____ New Policy
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert new policy:  
__XX___ Action Item
Please identify related section of Policy Book if applicable; be specific regarding what action and time line is expected: 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) #11 CRP Priority Areas
Background on the need for this Resolution:  

Whereas, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) recognizes the value of converting highly erodible and environmentally sensitive cropland to permanent vegetative cover;

Whereas, permanent vegetation improves the air and water quality of highly erodible land;

Whereas, permanent vegetation enhances the ecosystem for migratory and resident wildlife;

Whereas; permanent vegetation traps precipitation, both rain and snow, preventing snow drifting and run off, which lessens the duties of county road crews; 

Whereas, southeastern Colorado was designated as a State Dust Bowl Priority Area in 2010 enabling local producers in Lincoln, Cheyenne, Crowley, Kiowa, Bent, Prowers, Baca, the eastern portion of Las Animas, northeastern portion of Pueblo and south east portion of El Paso to participate in the CRP program;
Whereas, the priority points were for Air Quality Zones and Wildlife Priority Zones in aforementioned counties; 

Whereas, in 2015 this priority designation was removed from southeastern Colorado with the help of six members of the State Technical Committee and the District Directors without providing for involvement of County Committee or any local entities;
Whereas, producers in southeastern Colorado will be unlikely to qualify for CRP without the designation and their land will not be maintained in a permanent vegetative cover;

Whereas, these points are  needed to reinstate land by 2020 for CRP renewals; 

Furthermore, the CACD 2018 Policy Book on page 23, #11 states the following: “ CACD will form a coalition of partnering State Conservation District Associations to lobby FSA and to direct Colorado agencies to work with FAS to maintain the mixed grass prairie ecosystem through continued efforts to ensure that CRP and rangeland remains in permanent vegetative cover, through the designation of a six (6) State Dust Bowl Priority Area including portions of Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexico.”

2018 RESOLUTION: 
Therefore, be it resolved that the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts request Colorado Natural Resource Conservation Service, The Colorado Department of Agriculture and the Colorado Farm Service Agency to reinstate the dust bowl priority area in Southeastern Colorado.  
Contact information for Conservation District submitting Resolution:

District:

OBCD 


Date: September 13, 2018
District Manager:
Nancy Aschermann
Phone:


719-254-7883
Email:


rockyfordcd@gmail.com
District President:
Ed Hiza, OBCD
CACD Annual Dues Payment History:                 NACD Annual Dues Payment History:

2018

$600.00



$101.00

2017

$1000




$101.00

2016

$1000




$500.00

2016

$1000




$452.00

