2018 CACD RESOLUTION FORM  
Title of Resolution: CACD & NACD Encourage NRCS to Increase Staffing in Understaffed Offices 


District Submitting: Middle Park Conservation District

This new Resolution is: (check one)

_____ Policy Amendment
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert Amendment: 

 ______________________________________________________________________________
X New Policy
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert new policy:  
District & Association Outlook 
_____ Action Item
Please identify related section of Policy Book if applicable; be specific regarding what action and time line is expected
______________________________________________________________________________

Background on the need for this Resolution:   
Middle Park, including Grand and Summit Counties, is a remote, rural, mountainous area.  Our population is small, but our ag producers work diligently to conserve their ranchlands and water rights.  In June 2017, the NRCS District Conservationist in the Kremmling Field Office retired.  Kremmling was only a 2-man field office, including the full-time District Conservationist and the part-time Conservation District Manager.  Once he retired, he returned as the Conservation District’s part-time District Conservation Technician (DCT).  However, NRCS has yet to replace the DC position or provide an NRCS technician to fill the gap left by the absence of a single, full-time technical expert in Kremmling.  Our DCT only works 16 hours a week and is overwhelmed with work.  We do not have independent Technical Service Providers (TSPs) in our area, so we rely on NRCS’s support for technical assistance.  We do have an Acting DC based out of the Glenwood Springs NRCS office, but we rarely see him, and our landowners are beginning to question whether NRCS really has their backs.  We understand that cutbacks are happening everywhere, but we ask NRCS to place a higher priority for replacements on remote offices with no full-time NRCS personnel.  
2018 RESOLUTION:

WHEREAS, Conservation Districts and the Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) were both founded on the principle of providing landowners with the knowledge and tools to sustainably manage their land and conserve soil, water, wildlife, and other natural resources; and, 
WHEREAS, Conservation Districts and NRCS have always had strong partnerships working together to provide technical assistance and education to landowners and agricultural producers; and, 
WHEREAS, landowners and agricultural producers, even in the small, remote, and rural communities, continue to request assistance from Conservation Districts and NRCS; and
WHEREAS, NRCS has been experiencing nationwide cutbacks, and the lack of full-time NRCS personnel in some offices has placed an extra burden on small, overworked, and understaffed Conservation Districts to assist landowners with nearly every conservation-related need they have; and, 
WHEREAS, the lack of an NRCS presence in some offices has left landowners questioning whether NRCS fully supports them; 
BE IT RESOLVED, Colorado Association of Conservation Districts (CACD) and National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) fully support Conservation Districts in the State of Colorado and nationwide.  Furthermore, CACD and NACD encourage NRCS, on a state and national level, to more fully support ALL Conservation Districts, regardless of size, locality, or population.  CACD and NACD suggest the NRCS show that support by prioritizing the placement of staff in small, remote field offices that currently have no full-time NRCS personnel.
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