2018 RESOLUTION PROCESS/SUBMITTAL FORM
CACD Resolution Process:

· Districts complete this form for each Resolution they wish to carry to the Watershed meeting; please provide copies for all of the Districts in attendance at the Watershed meeting.

· The Watershed reviews the proposed Resolution, with each District in attendance voting in support of or against the Resolution as written.
· If the Resolution passes at the Watershed level, it then moves to the CACD Resource Committee for review.
· Resolutions are due from Watersheds to CACD no later than October 1st and submitted on this CACD form.

· Resolutions from the Watersheds are reviewed by the CACD Resolution Committee and assigned to the appropriate Resource Committee no later than October 5th.

· CACD’s Resource Committees will review the proposed Resolutions and make their individual recommendations no later than October 12th.
· Resource Committees will email the reviewed Resolutions back to CACD, in Word document no later than October 15th.
· CACD will email resolutions with Committee recommendations to Districts by October 20th for review prior to the November Annual Meeting.

· As a District, please have a representative plan to attend the Policy Resource Committee meetings on Wednesday afternoon November 28th, during the week of the Annual Meeting, to provide support for your Resolution; all of the Resolutions will be voted on by the Resource Committees at this time.
· Final review and voting on Resolutions will be held during the General Assembly portion of the Annual Business meeting, Thursday November 29th.  Please have a qualifying representative plan to attend and vote for your resolution if it passes in the Resource Committee vote.
· PLEASE submit all Resolutions in WORD format to CACD on this official form for consistency and detail.
2018 RESOLUTION FORM  
                       (If additional pages are needed, please attach and submit with this form.)

Title of Resolution: Curtail the Digital Millennium Copy write Act (DMCA) for Ag Equipment


District Submitting: Big Thompson 

This new Resolution is: (check one)

_____ Policy Amendment
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert Amendment: _______________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________
____X_ New Policy
Please identify related section of Policy Book to insert new policy:  Property Rights/Equipment Ownership
_____ Action Item
Please identify related section of Policy Book if applicable; be specific regarding what action and time line is expected: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Background on the need for this Resolution: The Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) limits the circumvention of software that's designed to restrict access to copyrighted works. Unfortunately, such a blanket restriction can chill competition, free speech, and fair use. In an attempt to mitigate those harms, every three years the U.S. Copyright Office holds a rulemaking proceeding to consider exemptions to this rule.  This applies to many pieces of farm and agricultural equipment requiring the owner of the equipment to have the software only repaired, replaced or modified by the manufacturer or manufacturer dealer.  This action does not allow small repair facilities, individual owners and operators access to repair manuals, repair or clinician or technical documents and forces the owner to have the work performed, no matter how simple by the equipment dealer or manufacturer.  This many times results in needless transportation of equipment to the dealer for a simple repair, or even prohibiting the owner/operator to make adjustments to the equipment resulting in magnified costs and downtime.
2018 RESOLUTION: BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), be terminated on farm and agricultural equipment to allow access to software for repair documents, repair or adjustment of devices on farm tractors, agricultural equipment and other equipment that may be easily repaired by qualified mechanics or techs without consultation or required repair by the manufacturer or manufacturer dealer.
Contact information for Conservation District submitting Resolution:

District: Big Thompson Conservation District                         Date: September 8, 2018
District Manager: Larry Lempka
Phone:
970-624-7570
Email:
info@bigthompson.org
District President:  Arnfinn Austefjord
CACD Annual Dues Payment History:                   NACD Annual Dues Payment History:
2018 $1,200       


           

     2018 $475


2017 $1,000



              
     2017 $100
