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trying something new this year.
Instead of the traditional dance, the
Conference will be hosting a
LUAU. The luau will be in the
atrium of the hotel, which also
features an indoor heated pool and
hot tub. So bring your Hawaiian
shirt or attire, or casual comfortable
wear and join in the fun. Grass
skirts are optional.
Before the luau the LIVE
AUCTION will be sure to get
everyone in a lively mood. This
year CACD welcomes a lovely
young lady as its auctioneer who is
donating her skills and is thrilled to
be providing a valuable service to
this fundraising event.
Wednesday morning will feature
A panel discussion on Farm Bill
details and a second panel on the
proposed consumptive water rules.
Please bring your detailed questions as the panel will be very
interested in addressing your
questions and comments.
Continued on page 3
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This has been a turbulent year
for most, from the drought impacting more than two dozen counties
in eastern Colorado to the Farm
Bill coming under fire with a veto,
not once, but twice by the President. However, the rains came
helping the drought conditions, and
the Farm Bill was eventually
passed by Congress. So now it is
time to plan for the coming year
and to take a moment to relax and
enjoy time with your friends and
conservation partners from across
the state.
You are invited to join the
number of volunteers and conservation partners who support the 77
Conservation Districts of Colorado
at the 64th Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts Annual
Meeting. The meeting will be held
at the Rocky Mountain Conference
Center in Estes Park.
Reservations with the Holiday
Inn Hotel at the Conference
Center must be made by October
27, 2008 to secure the conference
rate of $78 per night. Please call
the Hotel directly at: 970-5862332 and let them know you are
with the Conservation Districts.
This year the Agenda features
conservation districts’ presentations
on active projects. On Monday
November 17th you are invited to
attend the joint and individual
Board meetings of the Colorado
Association of Conservation
Districts and the Colorado State
Conservation Board. Later Monday
afternoon you are invited to attend
the CACD Policy Committee
meetings from 5-7 pm, where

Committees will be addressing the
20 resolutions which will be
brought to the General Policy
Session on Tuesday morning. New
this year on Monday evening is a
social gathering from 7-9 pm for
you to have the opportunity to meet
each other and to have the chance
to network and talk about topics
that will be addressed during the
meeting. For details please see the
CACD Meeting agenda within this
issue or go to the CACD website
at: www.cacd.us.
Also on Monday this year you
are invited to attend the Soil and
Water Conservation Society Meeting entitled: “Impact of Energy
Development on Soil and Water
Resources” from 10-6 pm. For
details see the CACD website.
On Tuesday morning the
Policy Session will provide for
interesting dialogue on resolutions
brought forth by the Watersheds.
This is your opportunity to speak to
your partners around the state on
the subjects of interest in resolutions. Conservation Districts will
have received copies of the resolutions prior to the Annual Meeting.
On Tuesday afternoon, Commissioner John Stulp, Colorado
Department of Agriculture, will
provide a year in review. We will
also have an update on conservation issues from the National
Association of Conservation
Districts. Of particular interest will
be a presentation by the National
Drought Mitigation Center (this
one you will not want to miss). We
are also honored to have Justice
Greg Hobbs speaking on “Colorado
21st Century Water.”
On Tuesday evening we are

Colorado Association of Conservation
Districts
901 Rampart Road
Woodland Park, CO 80863

By Darlene Jensen, CACD
Executive Vice-President
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CACD
DIRECTORS

President’s
Message

Eric Jessen – President
Gunnison-Dolores River Watershed
Paonia, Colorado
Phone: (970) 874-5726 x 111
Email: brecco@tds.net
JD Wright – Vice President
Lower Arkansas River Watershed
Olney Springs, Colorado
Phone: (719) 263-5449
Email: jdjoyw@surfmk.com
Vern Vinson – Secretary/Treasurer
Upper Arkansas River Watershed
Sedalia, Colorado
Phone: (719) 687-0330
Email: willowavi@aol.com
Harley Ernst – Director
Republican River Watershed
Flagler, Colorado
Phone: (970) 357-4258
Email: jhe_farm@yahoo.com
Don Foth - Director
San Juan Basin Watershed
Cortez, Colorado
Phone: (970) 564-1401
Email: fothdc@msn.com
Bill Lake – Director
North Platte-White-Yampa Watershed
Meeker, Colorado
Phone: (970) 878-4786
Email: wmlake@hotmail.com
Clint Mehl – Director
Colorado River Watershed
Eagle, Colorado
Phone: 970-328-6637
Email: cmehl@centurytel.net
Brian Neufeld - Director
Rio Grande River Watershed
Hooper, Colorado
Phone: (719) 588-0550
Email: bri396@hotmail.com
Brian Starkebaum - Director
Lower South Platte Watershed
Haxtun, Colorado
Phone: (970) 633-5999
Email:
brian-starkebaum@yumaconservation.org
Bob Warner - Director
Upper South Platte River Watershed
Brighton, Colorado
Phone: (303) 659-6195
Email: wrancher@msn.com
Darlene Jensen Executive Vice-President (non-voting)
P.O. Box 4138
901 Rampart Range Road
Woodland Park, Colorado
Phone: (719) 686-0020
Fax: (719) 686-0030
Email: Darlene@cacd.us
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Eric Jessen
Don’t miss the Annual Conference in Estes Park on November
17 – 20th. The conference committee, chaired by Brian Stakenbaum,
has worked diligently to prepare a
conference focused on supervisor
outreach and building partnerships.
I look forward to seeing all of you
at this Conference.
As the Conference approaches, Dave Abbot, chair of the
Resolutions Committee, is busy
preparing numerous resolutions
that have been forwarded by the

Watersheds. These Resolutions
will be reviewed by the respective
Policy Section Committees. These
Committees are scheduled to meet
via conference call during the latter
half of October.
All supervisors, employees,
and partners are encouraged to
contact Darlene at CACD if you
want to actively participate in this
process. This is your opportunity
to help shape the future of our state
organization. Once these resolutions have been reviewed and
organized they will be forwarded to
each District with the intent of
instructing the District’s representatives on how they are to comment
and vote on each resolution at the
Annual Meeting.
The various Policy Section
Committees will meet face-to-face
on Monday evening of the Conference, and on Tuesday morning the
resolutions will be ready to go
before the membership for final
review and approval thus becoming
CACD policy.
I have heard a great deal of
concern in respect to equality of
both the direct assistance and the
matching-grants processes. I
believe that both of these issues
will be extensively discussed at the
Annual Meeting. Be with us and
voice your District’s concerns!
As I look back over the past 3
months I wonder where the time
Continued on page 3

The Colorado Conservator
Providing Colorado With
Conservation News for 40 Years
Jerry Schwien, Editor
(Circulation 8,000)
Printed on Recycled Paper by Signature Offset, Broomfield, CO
GOAL: The Colorado Conservator informs residents of Colorado about
natural resources conservation. Information from our sponsors will
emphasize natural resources and conservation programs available to
landowners.
CACD Office:
901 Rampart Road
Woodland Park, CO 80863
(719) 686-0020

CSCB Office:
700 Kipling, Suite 4000
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 239-4112

Email: jschwien@comcast.net (articles for Winter issue due Jan. 1)
The Colorado Conservator is published by the Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts (CACD) with technical and financial assistance
from the Colorado State Conservation Board (CSCB), the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Bureau of Reclamation (BOR),
and Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS). The information contained in
this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of these
organizations. Articles for publication should be emailed to:
jschwien@comcast.net

CSCB
MEMBERS
Danny Neufeld - President
Rio Grande River Watershed
Hooper, Colorado
Phone: (719) 754-3784
Email: neufeld73@hotmail.com
Jack Burk - Vice President
San Juan Basin Watershed
Mancos, Colorado
Phone: (970) 533-7841
Email: jburk@direcway.com
John T. ‘Jack’ Swennes (Sec.)
Upper Arkansas River Watershed
Matheson, Colorado
Phone: (719) 541-2810
Email: swennes3@aol.com
Jim (J.D.) Amick - Member
North Platte, White, Yampa
Meeker, Colorado
Phone: (970) 878-4460
Email: barvbar@quik.com
Leroy Brase - Member
Lower Arkansas River Watershed
Lamar, Colorado
Phone: (719) 336-2166
Email: lcbrase@cminet.net
Mary Sue Liss - Member
Upper South Platte Watershed
El be rt, Colorado
Phone: (719) 495-3927
Email: lissranch@yahoo.com
Patricia Meakins
Member at Large (Governor’s App.)
Haxtun, Colorado
Phone: (970) 774-6294
Email: pmeakins@pctelcom.coop
Milton (Bud) Mekelburg - Member
Republican, Lower So. Platte
Yuma, Colorado
Phone: (970) 848-3411
Email: mgmekelburg@plains.net
Mel Rettig - Member
Colorado, Gunnison-Dolores
Grand Junction, Colorado
Phone: (970) 434-8470
Email: mmrettig@gvii.net
Cindy Lair - Director
Colorado State Conservation Board
700 Kipling, Suite 400
Lakewood, CO 80215-5894
Phone: (303) 239-4112
Email: cindy.lair@state.co.us

CACD Annual Meeting,
continued from page 1
For attendees interested in
learning more about the legislative
process and the best way to go
about contacting your legislators, a
highly recommended training will
be held with Jeani Frickey, JFS
Public Affairs Group, LLC.
At this year’s luncheon we
will be hearing directly from the
conservation award recipients. It is
your opportunity to congratulate
them on the honors they receive.
Wednesday afternoon you will
have the opportunity to attend a
variety of roundtable discussions
on topics including CRP alternatives, partnership opportunities,
renewable energy, and resource
extraction. This will be another
opportunity for you to sit with your
conservation partners and have
open dialogue with them on these
subjects.
As through the year District
Employees and Supervisors have
worked so very hard and many
times have been faced with significant challenges, this year we would
like to provide you with your own
sessions, wherein you will be able
to talk amongst yourselves and
share some of the more detailed
discussions that impact your districts and each other.
After you have had this opportunity, it will then be time to attend
a Partner Appreciation Network
Reception, to thank the Conservation Districts’ partners for all they
do through the year to carry forth
the mission of the conservation
districts and to help the landowners
succeed in on-the-ground conservation practices.

Locally Led Conservation; Diverse Districts/Common Goals
64th Annual Meeting of the
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
Rocky Mountain Conference Center,
Estes Park, Colorado - November 17-20, 2008
Registration Form
NAME ___________________________________________________ Badge name preference _______________First Timer
SPOUSE
( no registration fee required for spouse or children)

ADDRESS________________________________________________CITY_______________________STATE_____ZIP___
PHONE __________________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________
DISTRICT OR AGENCY YOU ARE REPRESENTING
AFFILIATION: ? District Official
? District Employee
? State Association
? State Agency

? Auxiliary
? Federal Agency

? Other

Please indicate if your registration is through sponsorship by your organization:
yes
no_____
Attach sponsorship page if applicable and fill out one registration form for each sponsored participant
For sponsored participants please indicate below the meals you are needing as well; disregard pricing
REGISTRATION:
Pre-Registration (no registration fee for spouse or children)……………………………..

_____@$ 110.00 __________

Pre-Registration Package A (includes 1 Registration, 1 Luncheon & 1 Banquet ticket)..

_____@$ 155.00 ___________

Pre-Registration Package B (includes 1 Registration, 2 Luncheon & 2 Banquet tickets).

_____@$ 215.00 __________

One -day -only registration……………………………………………………………………………… _____@ $ 75.00 ___________

Registrations postmarked after November 4, 2008 incur additional charge of ……...…….______@$ 30.00 ___________

EXTRA TICKETS:
Conservation District Managers Appreciation Luncheon ……………………………………….. _____@ $0.00 __________
Awards Luncheon (Wednesday) ........................................................................................... _____@$ 20.00__________
Banquet-Awards Program-Entertainment (Wednesday) ....................................................... _____@$ 40.00__________

MEMBERSHIPS:
2008 CACD Individual Membership........................................................................................ _____ @$ 35.00__________
NACD Membership (Please see NACD Form on registration table at CACD Annual Meeting)
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ ______________

Check # ____________________ Name on Check_______________________________________________________________
Checks made payable to CACD

Visa/Mastercard/Discover Credit Card: __________ Number on card __________________________________________
Name on credit card: ______________________________________________ Date of expiration: __________________
Signature of credit card holder: ____________________________________________________________________________
Payment must be provided to process pre-registration requests. Note: If you prefer vegetarian meals, please let us know.
Note: If you have any special seating needs please let us know.

Send pre-registrations to: Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
P.O Box 4138
Woodland Park, CO 80866
Phone: 719-686-0020 Fax: 719-686-0030 (Cell phone: 719-322-5232) Email: cacd@cacd.us

NOTE: Pre-registrations need to be received with payment by November 4, 2008 please
CANCELLATIONS or REFUNDS ARE UNABLE TO BE PROVIDED AFTER NOVEMBER 4, 2008

Awards Banquet
Then it is on to the Awards
Banquet. Last year folks were so
impressed with the Camp Rocky
Youth presentation in range science, that we are inviting Camp
Rocky Youth back, this time to
make a presentation on their Fish
and Wildlife Management experience, hosted by Jan Manning. The
evening will close with a lively and
delightful barbershop quartet
performance by The Kolwaski
Twins (there are four of them).
You will find the conference
entertaining, with an emphasis this
year on networking in a casual and
comfortable environment. We look
forward to seeing you next month!

President’s Message,
continued from page 2
has gone. In mid-July, Darlene,
board member Bob Warner and I
had the opportunity to attend the
National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Summer
Board Meeting and legislative
session in Washington, D.C. We
were joined by Colorado’s own,
Bob Cordova, 2nd Vice-President
of NACD.
There we had the opportunity
to exchange thoughts and information with fellow conservationists.
Colorado is a member of the
Communications Committee of the

NACD and you can see the results
of this Committee’s activities in the
recent publication of a new brochure about what Conservation
Districts do.
I regret that I have been unable
to attend more of the Watershed
meetings this summer but, rest
assured, my fellow Board members, staff, and myself, have been
actively working to address the
many conservation issues facing
Colorado. We look forward to
meeting each of you at the Annual
Meeting in order to discuss your
needs and concerns.

As many of you are aware, the
2008 Farm Bill was signed into law
this past June. Since then the rulemaking process has been taking
place. This piece of legislation
touches many areas of the U.S.
economy. It is important that
Conservation Districts look beyond
the conservation title to other
partners such as Rural Development, where you can provide a
service to your community.
See you in Estes Park, and be
ready to focus on conservation,
partners, and communicating with
fellow attendees!
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Hotel Information
CACD 64TH ANNUAL MEETING
ESTES PARK, COLORADO
NOVEMBER 17 – 20, 2008
ROCKY MOUNTAIN PARK INN
(a/k/a HOLIDAY INN
ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE CENTER)
LOCATION: INTERSECTION OF HWY 36
and CO HWY 7, ESTES PARK
FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS CALL:
ESTES PARK HOLIDAY INN:

PHONE: 970-586-2332
Room blocks are under CACD or Conservation Districts
For conference registration/sponsor information see

(Pool side rooms may be available (ask about noise level)
and easy access rooms may be available)
For details on the hotel go to:

www.cacd.us

www.rockymountainparkinn.com

at the guest room rate of $78 per night plus tax.

Enjoy the Fun and Contribute to CACD at Our
Live Auction
By Darlene Jensen, CACD Executive Director
The CACD Annual Meeting
Live Auction is always a lively
event and this year CACD
is happy to have Jennifer “Danni”
Gunn of Rocky Mountain Ranch
Land & Auction, LLC serving as
the auctioneer for this valuable
fundraising event. Danni is
thrilled to be the auctioneer this
year and is donating her auctioneer services.

Jennifer “Danni” Gunn
From a ranching family, Danni is
very appreciative of the work of
the conservation districts. Danni
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now lives in the Pikes Peak
region.
If you are in need of auctioneer services visit her website
at: www.rockymountainrla.com
Our sincere appreciation to Danni
and her auctioneer assistant who
will be joining us at the Annual
Meeting Live Auction on Tuesday
evening November 18th.
Please bring your donated
auction items to the Annual
Meeting. If you have the opportunity to let CACD know of the
item(s) you plan to donate in
advance of the auction, this will
help in the organization of the
auction. As CACD is a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization, your
contributions are fully tax deductible. If you are able to volunteer
to help during the bidding process
please let Brenda Anderson know
at
Brenda.anderson@co.nacdnet.net.
Our appreciation to the Live
Auction Committee members.

CACD Silent Auction
Contributes to Educational
Outreach Programs
By Sally Fosha, CACD Auxiliary
The upcoming 2008 CACD
Annual meeting will bring many
conservation partners and employees together. As an employee of
one of the 77 conservation districts,
the Auxiliary looks forward to your
participation in this annual event.
You may ask yourself “who is an
employee of a CD”? Anyone who
helps with the district activities
such as the district manager, the
secretary, staff personnel who takes
minutes or writes reports, farm bill
technician or an employee from the
NRCS field officers are just a few
examples.
Between the meetings and the
seminars that you will be attending,
we would like to ask for your
assistance during your breaks to
help with the Silent Auction sponsored by the CACD Auxiliary.
There will be a sign up sheet with
one hour intervals if you would be
available to help anyone that comes
in for the silent auction should they
have questions and to monitor the
bidding.
The Auxiliary encourages

every conservation district to
donate an item or two to the Silent
Auction. Popular items are those
that are unique and representative
of your conservation district service
area, locally made crafts, items that
could make great holiday gifts and
items suitable for both male and
female bidders.
Funds raised from the Silent
Auction are used primarily to
support scholarships for children
from each district that would like to
attend Camp Rocky which is a
wonderful educational experience.
The funds are also used for prizes,
monetary gifts and ribbons for
those children who place in the
annual poster contest held at the
annual meeting. The money raised
also goes back to the Colorado
State Conservation Board to help
sponsor state wide agricultural
programs that are available to the
schools in your area.
If you need additional information, please contact Sally Fosha:
Tel. (719) 347-278 or E-mail:
fosha-bsr@att.net.

Sponsors in Conservation Wildlife Landowner of the Year
. . .CACD requests your nominations

CACD is proud to have these state and federal agencies as
contributing sponsors to our newsletter. The following pages
are dedicated to conservation programs of the sponsors.

IRS Continues to Audit
Conservation Easements
By JD Wright, CACD Vice-President
Lower Arkansas Valley land
owners who have participated in
the Colorado Conservation Easement program have banded together and formed an association
of land owners. The purpose of
the organization is to seek remedy
to the assault on conservation
easements, appraisers, and land
owners.
Of 1800 plus conservation
easements in Colorado, at least
300 are under audit, and increasing daily. Although land owners
diligently meet every state requirement, with “state certified appraisers”, the IRS and/or State of
Colorado have ultimately declared “fraud”. Now, many land
owners are in mid-stream of the
process, (having committed their
property to land trusts), and now

unable to sell tax credits. Others
who completed easements in 2002
and following years are receiving
demands from the IRS and/or
State of Colorado to pay back all
tax credits sold, + penalty +
interest… and subsequently facing
law suits from purchasers of the
tax credits because their appraisal
has been deemed by the IRS to
have no value.
This organization is in
communication with property
rights advocates in conjunction
with attorneys specializing in IRS
conflicts. If there are any questions or you have concerns with
your conservation easement please
contact J. D. Wright at (719) 2635449 or e-mail:
jdjoyw@surfmk.com.

Overview: Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts as a proud
partner with the Division of
Wildlife announces The Wildlife
Landowner of the Year Award
started in 1982, which recognizes
the outstanding contributions made
by private landowners in providing
habitat and/or public access to
Colorado’s wildlife on private
lands. This annual award is part of
the CO DOW’s Landowner
Recognition Program which works
to improve communications
between landowners, sportsmen
and the Division.
This Award:
• Recognizes the important
contributions
private
landowners are making to
improve habitat for wildlife in
Colorado;
• Promotes the creation and
improvement of habitat on
private and public land by
acknowledging efforts of
landowners;
• Creates opportunities for
landowners
to
share
information about innovative
land and wildlife stewardship

•

techniques;
Promotes understanding and
appreciation of the rural land
ethic.

Supporting and Endorsing
Groups include:
Colorado Association of Soil
Conservation Districts, Colorado
Bowhunter Association, Colorado
Cattlemen’s Association, Colorado
Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
Colorado
Department
of
Agriculture, Colorado Division of
Wildlife, Colorado Farm Bureau,
Colorado State Forest Service,
Colorado State Grange, Colorado
State Land Board, Colorado
Wildlife Commission, Colorado
Wildlife Federation, Colorado
Wool Growers’ Association,
Industrial Expositions Inc. Izaak
Walton League, National Western
Stock Show, Natural Resource
Conservation Service, Pheasants
Forever, Quail Unlimited, Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation, Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union, U.S,.
Fish and Wildlife Service: Partners
for Fish and Wildlife Program.

Instructions For Nominating
Wildlife Landowner of the Year
Qualifications
1. Resident of Colorado (or meet qualification # 3).
2. Actively engaged in a farming or ranching business as owner,
lessor/lessee, or manager.
3. Must have at least 160 acres under private ownership or control
in Colorado.
Deadline for Nomination: November 17, 2008
For further details please email: ken.morgan@state.co.us

“Call America 2008”
If you are interested in
learning how “Coordination”
strategy under Stewards of the
Range is saving private property,
local economies, family farms
and ranches one community at a
time by returning to the roots of
local control, you may consider
attending “Call for America
2008”, November 13-15, 2008.
For details see www.stewards.us.
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“Locally Led Conservation; Diverse Districts/Common Goals ”
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts 64th Annual Meeting
November 17 – 20, 2008, Rocky Mountain Conference Center, Estes Park, Colorado
Conference Registration/Hotel Information/Sponsorship Benefits please see www.cacd.us
Monday (November 17, 2008):
10:00 am – 6:00 pm SWCS Meeting (“Impact of Energy Development on Soil and Water Resources”)
10:00 – 1:00 Joint CACD & CSCB Board Meetings
1:00 – 5:00 Colorado Association of Conservation Districts Board Meeting
Colorado State Conservation Board Meeting
1:00 - 5:00
4:00 – 6:00 Early registration
5:00 – 7:00 Policy Committee Meetings; Resolutions
7:00 – 7:30 Annual Meeting Moderators Workshop
7:00 – 9:00 Getting to know you social gathering
Tuesday (November 18, 2008):
7:00 a.m.
Registration Opens
7:00 a.m.
Exhibit Hall Opens
7:30 – 8:30 First Timer Meeting
8:30 - Noon Policy Development Meeting Resolutions
10:15-10:30 Break
Lunch on Your Own
Noon
Noon to 1:00 District Manager Appreciation Lunch
1:00 – 2:30 Opening Session
- Color Guard / Invocation
- Comments by Eric Jessen CACD President / Introduction of Speaker
– Commissioner John Stulp, CO Dept of Ag Year in Review
– NACD Update (Keira Franz, NACD Washington DC)
– Motivational Speaker (Richard Fagerlin)
1:00
- Silent Auction Opens
1:00
- Poster and Photo Contest Begins
3:00 – 5:00 - Auxiliary Meeting
2:30 – 3:00 Break
3:00 – 4:00 General Session (Brian Starkebaum- Moderator)
– Justice Greg Hobbs “Colorado 21st Century Water”
– Meghan Sittler, National Drought Mitigation Center
4:00 – 4:15 Break
4:15 – 5:30 Showcase Conservation District Weed Management
- Kelly Uhing, Colorado Weed Coordinator, and Mike Rigirozzi
- North Front Range Conservation Districts’ Weed Mgt. Program, Tina Booton
- Branson-Trinchera/Delta/Yuma Conservation Districts Weed Presentations
Dinner on your own
5:30 - 7:30
5:30 – 7:30 Grazing Land Conservation Initiative Committee Meeting
CO District BSPP Steering Committee
5:30 - 7:30
5:30 – 7:30 District Employees Meeting
7:30 – 8:30 Social Hour
8:00 – 8:30 Live Auction
8:30 – 11:00 Social evening; Entertainment; Theme: Luau
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Wednesday (November 19, 2008):
7:00 a.m.
Registration Opens
8:00 – 9:30 Farm Bill (Post rulemaking discussion)
- Farm Bill – Conservation Title of the Farm Bill, Tim Carney
- Rural Development, Mike Bennett
– CRP Grazing, FSA
- Brian Starkebaum, CACD
Question and Answer
9:30 – 9:50
- Break
9:50 – 11:00 - Legislative Training and Legislative Briefing, Jeani Frickey
9:50 – 10:30 - Showcase Conservation District Education Work
Small Acreage Education, Ft. Morgan CD, Val Loose
Conservation Education Today, Rio Grande Watershed, Judy Lopez
10:30 – 11:00 Break
10:30
Poster and Photo Contest ends
11:00 – 12:15 General discussion / Proposed Consumptive Rules/ Water
Panel discussion with Commissioner Stulp, Steve Witte (State Engineer’s Office)
Allen Green, NRCS, and George Fosha, Water Engineer
Open to general discussion by conservation districts and questions
12:30 – 2:30 Awards Luncheon
2:30 – 3:00 Break
Roundtable Open Discussion Sessions:
3:00 – 4:15 Roundtable open discussion; what is important in your district;
“Building Your Districts Through Partnerships”
(Kick off roundtable by Baca CD, Misty George/CSFS, DOW, RMBO, USDA)
3:00 – 4:15 Roundtable open discussion; what is important in your district in Renewable Energy
(Kick off roundtable; Bent CD Wind Energy Presentation; Tony Frank and ICast
3:00 – 4:15 Roundtable open discussion; what is important in your district in Resource Extraction
(Kick off roundtable Ron Cattany/Loretta Pineda; Discussion mining; oil and gas)
3:00 – 4:15 Roundtable discussion; “CRP Alternatives and Management Practices" (Dollie Gonzales, NRCS)
4:15 - 4:30 Break
4:30 – 5:30 District Supervisors Roundtable Discussion/ Moderators Petra Barnes/Monty Smith
4:30 – 5:30 District Employees Business Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Silent Auction Closes
5:30 – 6:30 Partners Appreciation Networking Session Exhibit Hall/Conference Center
A thank you to partner by the conservation districts “we could not do it without you.”
6:30 – 9:30 Awards Banquet
Invocation / Dinner / 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Awards Presentation / 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Camp Rocky Presentation / Entertainment Barbershop Quartet
Thursday (Nov. 20):
CACD General Assembly Business Meeting
8:00 am - Noon
8:00 am – 4:00 pm RC&D meeting
NRCS meeting
8:00 am – Noon
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm CACD Board Meeting/Officer Election
A sincere thank you to sponsors of the CACD Annual Meeting. If you are interested in a booth or exhibit
at the conference, please see the sponsor benefit levels and sponsorship form page or visit www.cacd.us.
CACD is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1945. Contributions are tax deductible.
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Forest Legacy
Conservation
Easement
. . .on Catspaw Ranch
By Jerry D. Schwien, Editor
Many conservation districts
have assisted landowners with
information to apply for conservation easements. Therefore, we
wanted to share information about
a similar program on forested
lands. Development of forested
areas increasingly threatens
Colorado’s valuable forest lands.
Recently, Colorado State University and the Colorado State Forest
Service along with the U.S. Forest
Service, Great Outdoors Colorado
(GOCO), The Conservation Fund
and the owners of Catspaw Ranch
in Archuleta County took steps to
conserve 8,690 acres through a
Forest Legacy Program conservation easement. Such agreements
permanently restrict the type and
amount of development that can
occur on the landowner’s property.
“We are pleased to have the
opportunity to conserve this
important piece of forest land on
the Navajo River for present and
future generations,” said Joe
Duda, forest management division
supervisor, Colorado State Forest
Service, an agency in the Warner
College of Natural Resources at
Colorado State University.
“Intact forest land such as
that found on the Catspaw Ranch
supplies timber products and
provides important wildlife
habitat, soil and watershed protection, and aesthetics, so it’s imperative that we work with landowners to conserve these lands.”
This easement complements
other ongoing conservation efforts
conducted by many different
organizations and individuals in
the Navajo River watershed, the
system of lands and waters linked
to the river. The Navajo River,
one of Colorado’s most wild and
remote rivers, rises in the rugged
South San Juan Wilderness in the
area south of Wolf Creek Pass.
The river’s watershed borders
existing protected lands and is
highly valued because it is intact
and pristine.
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Photo of Catspaw Ranch courtesy of John Fielder.
“Protecting this gem hidden
in the wilderness of Colorado
provides numerous environmental
benefits, but it also preserves the
culture and heritage of familyowned ranches in Colorado,” said
Sydney Macy, Colorado director
of The Conservation Fund. “We
thank the owners of Catspaw
Ranch, the Colorado State Forest
Service, the U.S. Forest Service,
Great Outdoors Colorado and our
supporters in Congress – Sen.
Ken Salazar, Sen. Wayne Allard
and Rep. John Salazar – for
recognizing the value of this
property and its role in the overall
protection of the Navajo River
watershed.
“This milestone is the result
of local communities, stakeholders and individual landowners
working together to preserve one
of Colorado’s signature landscapes for the benefit of generations to come,” said Sen. Salazar.
“I commend the owners of
Catspaw Ranch, the Colorado
State Forest Service, the U.S.
Forest Service, Great Outdoors
Colorado and the Conservation
Fund for their efforts to protect
the water and wildlife habitat
offered by these pristine forest
lands in a manner that preserves
the ranching heritage of Southwest Colorado.”
“By working with willing
property owners, the public,
conservation groups and local
government to find mutually
beneficial ways to conserve land,
this effort shows how the government can succeed when preserving sensitive areas,” said Sen.

Allard.
The Forest Legacy Program
is a federally funded voluntary
program that partners with individual states to support and
protect environmentally sensitive
forest lands. To maximize public
benefits, the program focuses on
the acquisition of portions of
privately owned forest lands. It
accomplishes this by purchasing
conservation easements without
removing the property from
private ownership. Most of the
easements restrict development,
require sustainable forestry
practices and protect other values
at risk.
Colorado began participating
in the Forest Legacy Program in
2000 when then Gov. Bill Owens
petitioned the U.S. Forest Service
to be included in the Forest
Legacy Program, while designating the Colorado State Forest
Service as the lead agency.
To participate in the Forest
Legacy Program in Colorado,
recipients are required to submit a
project proposal. Proposals are
rated according to criteria established by Colorado Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee
and recommendations are made to
Jeff Jahnke, Colorado state forester and director of the Colorado
State Forest Service. The projects
selected by Jahnke compete at the
regional and national levels for
funding. Projects must provide at
least a 25-percent match to qualify
for Forest Legacy funds, and
Great Outdoors Colorado was an
important source of matching
dollars for the Catspaw Ranch

project.
“The Catspaw Forest Legacy
project demonstrates how all of us
working together can protect
environmentally sensitive forest
lands,” said Rick Cables, the U.S.
Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain
Regional Forester. “Thanks to the
willingness of the Catspaw Ranch
owners, this conservation easement, established adjacent to the
San Juan National Forest and in
the Navajo River watershed, will
in perpetuity protect a significant
piece of forest land from development, thus helping to preserve
valuable water, wildlife habitat
and vegetative resources.”
Editor’s Note:
CACD wishes to thank
Katherine Timm,
Colorado State Forest Service
for providing information
for this article.

Center CD Trains Youth
The Center Conservation
District recently held a Youth
Range Class in conjunction with
the San Luis Valley 4H Fair.
Youth under the age of 18 participated in the class which
was presented by Judy Lopez,
Conservation Education Specialist, Brenda Anderson, District
Manager and Larry McBride,
NRCS District Conservationist.
The kids learned about
proper grazing techniques,
including taking grass samples
and determining how many
animal units per acre the forage
would sustain.
CACD and the Center CD
are grateful to GLCI for providing the funding for this project
and hope to be able to present
this class next year.

Executive
Director’s
Message

Darlene Jensen
Trial by fire! One year ago
this month I came to work for
CACD to serve the conservation
districts as Executive Director
and just in time for the Annual
Meeting.
A whirlwind ensued and has
not relented, however, I am
grateful to CACD and the conservation districts, as well to the
landowners they serve, to have
the opportunity to continue to
work for you. My goal this year
focused on managing the organization as a business. CACD has
been successful this year in
maintaining the bottom line. I
will continue to work on measures to secure funds for work of
the districts, to manage grants,
and to administer valuable education programs, among significant
other work. Yet, fortunately with
the help of our many conservation partners and as well through
the guidance and assistance of a
very capable and hands-on
CACD Board of Directors, and
the members of the Colorado
State Conservation Board, the
tasks will be effectively managed.
CACD completed a full
financial audit this year by the
CPA firm of Ken Waugh and
Associates in Colorado Springs.
After a bit of negotiation, the
audit fee charged to CACD
$1,900, when full audits can
typically run anywhere around
$5,000. The CPA recommended
that CACD have a full audit
completed every third year, with a
financial review (which cost is

much less) and the review more
cursory in nature, to be completed
every year two years. (Audit
reports are useful when applying
for grants as it demonstrates the
financial integrity of the organization, with some grants requiring
audit reports in order to qualify to
make application.) Copies of the
CACD audit and Form 990 for
2007 will be available at the
Annual Meeting.
Watershed Meetings
Over the last two months, I
have taken the opportunity to
attend several watershed meetings. The dialogue exchanged at
the watershed meetings, as well as
the resolutions brought forth from
the conservation districts, address
expiration of CRP contracts,
conservation easement IRS audits,
direct assistance and matching
grants, renewable energy development and the proposed consumptive rules, among other important
topics. Your participation at the
annual meeting is encouraged to
help find solutions and further
policy on how best to address
these issues.
With 740,000 plus acres of
CRP coming out by end of NRCS
fiscal year 2009 (end of September 2009), alternatives and management practices are being
addressed. Please plan to attend a
presentation by Dollie Gonzales
of NRCS on November 19 at the
CACD Annual Meeting for details
on the financials associated with
expiring CRP contracts.
Over the last few weeks
NRCS has held natural resource
watershed input sessions to obtain
input from landowners and conservation partners. I was able to
attend half of these sessions, some
of which were held in conjunction
with the watershed meetings.
Comments and information shared
will help NRCS in prioritizing its
programs. Thank you to the
landowners and partners who
were able to provide their input.

that NRCS has moved into a 4th
amendment to the agreement with
CACD.
As a refresher “GLCI was
founded to provide high quality
technical assistance on privately
owned grazing lands on a voluntary basis and to increase the
awareness of the importance of
grazing land resources. Established in 1991, GLCI is carried
out through coalitions of individuals and organizations functioning
at the local, state, regional and
national levels. The coalitions
include livestock producer organizations, scientific and professional grazing resource organizations, conservation and environmental groups, and state and
federal natural resource and
agriculture agencies.”
Under the new amendment
to the GLCI agreement, in addition to the on-the-ground grazing
land management practices,
educational workshops and tours,
four range schools will be hosted
through the conservation districts.
If your conservation district
would like to consider hosting a
range school please contact
Darlene Jensen at CACD.
CACD is pleased to announce that Dan Nosal of NRCS
has joined the GLCI Committee.
Dan will serve as the new NRCS
liaison to the GLCI Committee. I
have had the pleasure of working

with Dan and he is a very dedicated individual. GLCI will be
well served under his guidance.
CACD also welcomes Karin
Utterback-Normann as a new
representative to the GLCI Committee for northwestern Colorado.
Karin brings years of experience
to the table. Also, on behalf of
CACD, I wish to thank Herman
Garcia of NRCS for his years of
service to the GLCI Committee
and CACD as liaison to NRCS.
CACD Board
Lastly, as the year is winding
down and with the development
of new policies, boards and
committees, I want to thank the
CACD Board for the work they
have done this year. There will be
a change in the CACD Board of
Directors, so to outgoing Board
representative(s) thank you for
your years of service to CACD
and the conservation districts. To
the CACD 2008 Board members,
Eric Jessen, JD Wright, Vern
Vinson, Harley Ernst, Don Foth,
Brian Starkebaum, Clint Mehl,
Bill Lake, Brian Neufeld and Bob
Warner thank you very much for
your dedication and guidance. To
have had the opportunity to serve
with these fine gentlemen on the
CACD Board this year has been a
pleasure and honor. I look forward to working under the new
Board through the coming year.

GLCI
CACD is very appreciative
of the work of the conservation
districts this year under the Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative
(GLCI) agreement with NRCS.
The conservation districts were so
very effective in completing their
obligations under the agreement
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Conservation District News

Northeast Prowers CD

Compiled by Jerry D. Schwien, Editor
Baca County Conservation District
Farmers and
ranchers across the
Eastern Plains of
Colorado contiue in
the pioneer spirit by
installing smallscale wind turbines
through a grant to
the Southeast
Colorado RC&D.

The Colorado Department of
Agriculture (CDA) recenty
awarded an Advancing Colorado’s
Renewable Energy (ACRE) grant
to the Southeast Colorado RC&D
Council and their partners: Baca
County CD, Rocky Mountain
Farmers Union, and the International Center for Appropriate and
Sustainable Technology.
John Stulp, Commissioner of
Agriculture, spoke at the August
18th press conference, describing
ACRE grants as “designed to help
rural communities in Colorado to
develop agricultural energy related
projects.”
The ACRE grant awarded to
to the Southeast Colorado RC&D
is a pilot project to assist five
eastern Colorado landowners in
demonstrating various sizes of
wind turbines.
Haxtun Conservation District
The Haxtun Conservation
District held its 62nd annual meeting August 26th at Homesteaders
Park in Holyoke. Supervisors held
the meeting earlier in the year to
avoid conflict with harvest season.
The weather was perfect for the
eighty plus guests who enjoyed a
BBQ/buffet.
President Brian Starkebaum
called the meeting to order and
spoke of the district’s accomplishments in 2008 which included
Backyard Conservation Camps in
Haxtun and Julesburg, wind power
producer energy meetings, and
carbon credit enrollments with
National Carbon Offset Coalition,
Inc .
District manager, Denise
Swanson presented an outlook for
2009 noting that renewable energy,
especially wind power, and carbon
credits have become topics of great
interest to area landowners.
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The Northeast Prowers
District offered cost-share opportunities to install man-made and
living windbreaks. Funds for this
project were obtained from the
CSCB Natural Resources Conservation Matching Grant.
After the blizzards of 2006 –
Lower South Platte Watershed Tour
2007, the District
became acutely
aware of the need
for windbreak
practices, both
living and manmade in our area.
Windbreaks will
help protect wildlife and livestock
so they are better
able to survive and
stay healthy in
harsh weather
Horsebackers enjoy the view on the way to the campfire
conditions.
and discussions on rangeland management..

The Sedgwick County and
Haxtun Conservation Districts
jointly hosted the Lower South
Platte Watershed Tour at the Whiskey Springs Ranch near Sedgwick
on July 14. Nearly 100 people
participated in the tour which
included stops highlighting salinity
issues, WRP and wildlife, wind
energy, water quality, and rangeland
issues ending with a horseback ride
and authentic chuck wagon supper.
Mark Cronquist, Conservation
Specialist for the Colorado State
Conservation Board, facilitated the
session by gathering the resource
concerns, specific problems, and
suggested practices for resolution.
Seven items of concern included
dewatering of agricultural lands,
diminishing water quality, lack of
renewable and alternative energy
sources in agriculture and small
communities, lack of energy conservation, productive range resources for livestock production,
and maintaining wildlife populations and habitat in today’s changing farming environment.
The tour concluded with an
old time chuckwagon supper.

The District is assisting with
5 separate projects – one manmade windbreak and four living
windbreaks projects. Project
participants used weed barrier
and drip supplies that were available through the District to further
enhance the survivability of their
windbreak.

Prowers Conservation District
Over 140 sixth graders from
Lamar Middle School, Wiley
Consolidated School, and Alta
Vista Charter School participated
in the annual Conservation Poster
Contest Field Tour sponsored by
the Prowers Conservation District
on October 2. The Prowers CD
hosts this field trip each year to
assist students in preparing for the
Conservation Poster Contest. After

an in-class presentation, district
students along with their teachers
headed out to Stulp’s farm south of
Lamar, Colorado, for an up close
look at the conservation practices
they had learned about. The students were greeted by Colorado
Agriculture Commissioner, John
Stulp and his wife Jane, and local
Prowers Conservation District
board officers Don McBee and
Steve Shelton. While on the farm,
students were able to view first
hand the conservation practices that
are employed on many dryland
farming operations in southeastern
Colorado. In addition, the students
enjoyed a rangeland presentation
by Karen Conrad, District Conservationist of NRCS.

Thanks
for your stewardship.
Mountain Plains FFarm
arm Credit Ser
vices
Services
Proudly financing generations
of families who feed the world
WWW
.IFEED
THEW
ORLD.COM
WWW.IFEED
.IFEEDTHEW
THEWORLD.COM
Greeley
(970) 330-4071 or (800) 799-6545

Montrose
(970) 249-5274 or (800) 654-8272

Grand Junction
(970) 243-1784 0r (800) 962-2482

Durango
(970) 259-1540 or (800) 678-6828

Fort Carson Tree Memorial Dedication Ceremony

The Colorado Association of Conservation Districts and the El Paso County Conservation District extend our sincere appreciation to the conservation districts that have made contributions to the Ft. Carson Tree Memorial. A dedication ceremony was held September 15th at Ft. Carson with
conservation partners well represented. Bob Cordova gave an eloquent speech before the veterans, soldiers, public officials and school children on the
history of the Tree Memorial at the tree planting ceremony held at the main gate to Ft. Carson in Colorado Springs.

Please join with the following Conservation Districts which
have contributed to the Fort Carson Tree Memorial.
A $300 donation will purchase a tree, irrigation
supplies, and a plaque engraved with your conservation district’s name for the Fort Carson Tree Memorial. Send your donation to: CACD, c/o Fort Carson
Memorial Tree Fund, 901 Rampart Range Road,
Woodland Park, CO 80863. For more information
log onto the El Paso CD website: www.elpasocd.org
Agate Conservation District

Morgan Conservation District

Boulder Valley Cons. District

North Park Conservation District

Centennial Conservation District

Northeast Prowers Cons. District

Center Conservation District

Olney-Boone Cons. District

Central Colorado Cons. District

Pine River Cons. District

Cope Conservation District

Platte Valley Cons. District

Costilla Conservation District

Prowers Conservation District

Custer County-Divide

San Juan Conservation District

Conservation District

South Platte Cons. District

Deer Trail Conservation District

Teller-Park Cons. District

Delta Conservation District

Turkey Creek Cons. District

Douglas Conservation District

Upper Huerfano Cons. District

East Adams Cons. District

West Greeley Cons. District

East Otero Conservation District
El Paso County Cons. District
Fremont Conservation District
Kiowa Conservation District
La Plata Conservation District
Lake County Cons. District
Longmont Conservation District
Mancos Conservation District
Middle Park Cons. District

Also a thank you to Bob
Warner, Warner Ranch and
Crown Plaza Hotel Colorado
Springs for their donations.

The Tree Memorial will forever
grow and contributions will
always be welcome and
a p p r e c i a t e d .
Our sincere thanks to our military
troops, veterans and their families
for their dedication and service.
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Thanks to
CACD’s
Annual
Meeting
Sponsors

64th Annual CACD Convention
November 17 – 20, 2008

Rocky Mountain Conference Center Holiday Inn
Estes Park, Colorado
Sponsor Levels
Values
!
!
!
!
!
!

Diamond Sponsor
Platinum Sponsor
Gold Sponsor
Silver Sponsor
Bronze Sponsor
Break Sponsor

$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$ 500
$ 250
$500-$1,000

Diamond
Natural Resources
Conservation Service

(Break sponsors welcome at all levels; share in break sponsorships $125 each welcomed)

!

Exhibit Booth (includes booth space and one full registration to conference) $ 300
- Please see reverse side for all sponsor levels benefits. CACD is a Colorado 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Contributions are fully tax deductible/CACD tax exemption number available
2008 Annual Conference Sponsor / Also please fill out registration form for each participant
Organization:
________
______
Address:
City:

____________
State:

Zip Code:

Contact Person:

Contact Phone:

Contact Email:

_______ Contact Fax:

_____________

_____ ______________
______

______

Platinum
Colorado Grazing Land
Conservation Initiative

Gold
Center Conservation District
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Mountain Plains Farm Credit
Warner Ranch

Registration for (print name): 1) _________________________2) ____________________________
3) ___________________________________ 4) __________________________________________
Please make checks payable to:
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
Send sponsor payment to: CACD
Questions? Phone: 719-686-0020
P.O. Box 4138
Fax: 719-686-0030
Woodland Park, CO 80866 CACD website: www.cacd.us
Registration/sponsorship contributions accepted on major credit cards, Visa/Mastercard/Discover

Silver
Colorado Water Conservation
Board
Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District

Credit Card Type: _______________ Number: ____________________________________
Exp date: ___________ Print name: ______________________________________________

Break Sponsor

Signature of credit card holder: ___________________________________________________

Warner Ranch

Bureau of Reclamation Offers
Water Management Grants
By Jerry D. Schwien, Editor
Reclamation’s Water Conservation
Water is important to the
Field Services Program. When
future of this nation. The Bureau
available, these grant opportunities
of Reclamation has tools to assist
are listed on the government
water districts with the important
website: www.grants.gov. Once
task of protecting and managing
the water management plan is
our water for future generations.
completed, the entity can apply for
Under some circumstances,
the State of Colorado (HB 91-1154) additional grants to help implement
measures identified in the water
may require that entities develop a
management plan.
water management plan before
For additional information on
receiving financial assistance.
grant
opportunities from the Bureau
Entities that operate Reclamation
projects may be required to develop of Reclamation’s, Western Colorado Area Office, Water Conservaa water management plan contraction Field Services Program,
tually or under Reclamation law.
contact
Water districts, associations,
Dan Crabtree (Grand Juncmunicipalities, etc. may apply for
tion) at 970 248-0652 or Pat Page
grants to develop or update their
(Durango) at 970 385-6560.
water management plans through

