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Mastering Partnerships, Collaboration and Deliverables
By Katlin Miller, District Manager, Middle Park Conservation District
The Middle Park Conservation District (MPCD) includes
both Grand and Summit Counties in the high mountain
valleys of the Rockies. The Board of Supervisors prides
itself on serving its landowners through its acronym:
MPCD. In fact, the official tagline of the District is
Motivating landowners to Pursue,
Commit, and Deliver on-theground conservation practices.
Furthermore, the District has
been working diligently over
the last few years Mastering
Partnerships, Collaborations
and Deliverables. The Board of
Supervisors understands that the
District alone cannot provide all of
the conservation-related services
required by its constituents.
However, by working together
with other conservation
organizations in the community,
we can do much more than we
could do on our own.
Like most conservation districts,
our partnership with the Natural
Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) is longstanding and
unwavering. In fact, this year,
for the first time ever, MPCD
has a District Conservation
Technician. Our landowners are
very appreciative of the collaborative effort between NRCS
and the Colorado State Conservation Board (CSCB) that
has allowed us this opportunity. Nevertheless, NRCS is
just one of our many partners. Each of our District’s six
resource concerns lends itself to a wealth of collaborations.
Here we detail just a few our most successful and strongest
collaborations.
Under our Noxious Weeds resource concern, the Middle
Park Conservation District has partnered with Grand
County Division of Natural Resources (DNR) and
Summit County Weed Department on various educational

programs and guides. This year, we are working with
Grand County DNR on a Noxious Weed Management
Cost-Share Program in the Old Park Subdivision near
Kremmling. The program is being funded by a Matching
Grant from the Colorado Department of Agriculture. We
also worked with Grand County DNR on a
new educational publication called Noxious
Weed Management Guide of Grand County.
We are in the process of partnering with the
Middle Park Habitat Partnership Program
(HPP) to publish the booklet. A Noxious
Weed Management Guide of Summit County
is also in the works.
It is under our Forests and Wildfire
resource concern that some of our strongest
collaborations are found. Like many
other conservation districts, the District
works closely with the Colorado State
Forest Service Nursery to provide tree
seedlings and perennials at discounted
rates to landowners in our service area.
Additionally, two years ago, the District
joined the Grand County Wildfire Council,
a local 501(c)(3) dedicated to wildfire
prevention, preparedness and survival.
The Wildfire Council, with the assistance
of several partner organizations including
the Middle Park Conservation District, has
successfully completed five Community
Chipping Days, a Fuels Reduction
Cost-Share Program, and several educational pieces.
The Colorado State Conservation Board (CSCB) is
definitely one of our best collaborators. From 2013-2016,
CSCB funded the Middle Park Conservation District’s
Irrigation Cost-Share Program through its Matching Grant
Program. During that time, 40 projects were completed
in Grand and Summit Counties for a combined total
of $85,245.72 in cost-share funds. We did not receive
matching grant funds through CSCB in 2017, but the
District has been seeking ways to fund our Irrigation CostContinued on page 2
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Mastering Partnerships...
Continued from page 1

Share Program through another local organization this year.
We hope to seal the deal in the next few weeks.
Finally, our Wildlife Conservation efforts focus mostly on
wildlife habitat improvements. Through a partnership with
the Middle Park Habitat Partnership Program (HPP), we
have been able to provide agriculture producers in Grand and
Summit Counties with free clover and alfalfa seed for eight
consecutive years. The seed helps increase forage quantity
and quality for both livestock and wildlife. In most years, the
seed is given away in the form of a 50lb sack to approximately
40 different landowners. However, in 2007 and 2014, the
Middle Park Conservation District was able to coordinate an
Aerial Clover Seeding. In 2014, we put down 11,350 pounds
of clover seed on 2,800 acres (364 linear miles). The total
project cost $41,920, but thanks to the contributions of seven
different entities and several other donations, we were able
to do the seeding free-of-charge on 150 different landowner
properties.
To conclude, the Middle Park Conservation District is proud
to serve the residents of Grand and Summit Counties through
its connections and collaborations with other conservation
organizations in the area. After all, Helen Keller once said,
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

CACD Donations Through
AmazonSmile.com
CACD has a link at AmazonSmile.com
for a .05% donation of your eligible
Amazon purchases to be sent to CACD
as a charitable contribution. In order
to browse or shop at AmazonSmile,
customers must first select CACD as
their organization to receive the .05%
donation on your purchases to CACD
by electronic funds transfer.
Anyone can support CACD by choosing
us as your AmazonSmile.com non-profit
organization of choice, at: https://smile.
amazon.com/ch/84-0470063

NACD 2017: Healthy Soils Are Full of Life!
Submitted by Gary Thrash

The theme for the National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) poster contest
this year once again reflects upon the importance
of educating children about the essential role soils
play in having a healthy environment. The annual
NACD and NACD Auxiliary Poster Contest provides
students from kindergarten through 12th grade the
chance to have their art displayed as part of a national
conservation outreach initiative.
Each year, the winning posters reflect NACD’s
annual Stewardship theme, and highlight the work
of conservation districts and their state conservation
associations, auxiliaries and agencies to protect and
enhance natural resources. The contest starts at the
district level; winners advance to the state level,
and then to the national level, where they receive
recognition at NACD’s Annual Meeting.
The poster contest is open to public, private and
home-schooled students. The NACD web page has
great material available for teachers and conservation
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districts to download for free. Crucial to the success
of our contest in Colorado is to have committed
leadership at the local districts and schools who
encourage students in submitting artwork for
local competition. Successful posters from local
competition are then presented for judging at the
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
Annual Meeting held at the end of November 2017.
All poster submissions must by sponsored by your
local conservation district. Competition rules are
found on the NACD Stewardship and Education web
page stewardship-and-education-materials/2017healthy-soils/.

Greetings District Members:
CACD and NRCS have entered
into an agreement to supplement the cost of CACD’s
special programs, help fund speakers to attend watershed
meetings, and support CACD’s Annual Meeting. The
three-year agreement will allow speakers to address
natural resource concerns specific to each watershed and
CACD is now looking for input from members for topic
suggestions for their fall watershed meetings. CACD is
also accepting suggestions for speakers and breakout
sessions for the Annual Meeting. Please contact me or
CACD’s new Executive Director, Bobbi Ketels, so we
can begin planning and scheduling in a timely manner.
I would like to thank Anthony Lobato for working on
the agreement and special thanks to Clint Evans, Randy
Randall and the NRCS staff for their efforts and, of
course, the funds!
Envirothon, Camp Rocky, the Colorado Conservator,
and the Annual Meeting encompass the special projects
that NRCS will partially fund. Although Envirothon’s
state competition is over for this year, the kids are
eagerly anticipating attending the national competition.
Once again, I would like to thank Anthony Lobato for
functioning as CACD’s Envirothon representative, as well
as the Districts that put so much time, money and energy
into the project. Camp Rocky will come close to doubling
its attendance from last year and CACD would like to
thank the districts that helped sponsor students. A thank
you also goes out to Amy Gossman for her continued
efforts to organize and find extra funds for Camp Rocky.
This Colorado Conservator issue features the Western
Slope, and, once again, I would like to thank CSCB for
letting CACD use its staff to help generate its publication.
And thank you to the regional CACD Directors for
selling add space to help cover the cost.
The Annual Meeting Committee will soon begin planning
the Annual Meeting, to be held in Loveland again
this year, now that the agreement has been finalized.
The Annual Meeting will commence the Sunday after
Thanksgiving and will basically follow the same daily
schedule as last year.
The Colorado Legislative Session ended this spring and
I hope membership has used the legislative tracking
sheet, with links to the website, to follow CACD’s
bills of interest. I would like to thank Brett Moore for
his commitment to CACD, as well as the Legislative

Committee for the time and effort the members
contributed.
I hope most of you have had the opportunity to meet
CACD’s new Executive Director, Bobbi Ketels. I could
not be more pleased with her job performance and her
eagerness to find solutions to the various issues that have
arisen during a tedious transition. I encourage district
managers and membership to contact Bobbi regarding
anything CACD-related for help or information.
Lastly, I would like to thank the CACD Board for the
amount of time spent over the last two years listening
to membership concerns and CACD’s financial woes,
not to mention implementing changes to address these
issues. I feel CACD is now in a position to enhance the
organization for the betterment of membership. The
future looks bright!
Sincerely, Donald M. McBee, CACD President

“We Sell More Than a
Bag of Seed.”

CRP
Pollinator Mixes
Custom Seed Mixes
Pasture Mixes
Native Grass Seed
Forb & Shrub Seed
Reclamation Consulting
& Much More!

(970) 356-7002  (1-800) 782-5947
Don HijarDave RadyGlenn LedallLaura Lee Ethers

www.pawneebuttesseed.com
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CACD Legislative Update
By CACD Lobbyist Brett Moore

As summer begins to
heat up around the State
of Colorado, the 120-day
Colorado Legislative Session
has ended in Denver,
coming to a close on May
10th with 681 total bills
introduced. Governor
Hickenlooper’s 30 day bill
signing period has also
finished up with 2 Vetoes,
3 Bills that become Law
without Signature, and 411
signed into law. CACD
tracked 42 of these bills concerning natural resource
issues and other policies established by the districts. You
can review the bills CACD tracked this session on the
CACD website, www.coloradoacd.org, by clicking on the
“Education and Events” drop menu and clicking on the
“Legislative and Current Policy” tab.
One bill we took a “Strongly Support” stance on was
SB17-254, the 2017-18 state budget. Introduced in the final
days of March, the bill was passed in the waning days of
the session, and finally signed by the Governor on May
26th. The budget lines providing direct funding to the
conservation districts, as well as the severance tax funding
typically used for matching grants and paying the salaries
of locally based conservation technicians, all remained in
the budget this year. All general funding levels remained
at 2016-2017 levels, while the severance funding line will
be funded at approximately $106,000, avoiding a potential
zero-funding scenario that was possible earlier in the
budget process.
The only bill CACD took a “Strongly Opposed” position
on in 2017 was HB17-1256 titled “Oil & Gas Facilities
Distance From School Property.” CACD has association
policy, developed at the local level, supporting all of the
above energy development: oil and gas, wind, solar, etc.
This bill, by taking land and private mineral rights out of
production, will necessarily limit the locally produced,
affordable energy development that all Coloradans
benefit from. CACD also has policy from our members
supporting private property rights. Since their inception,
the conservation districts have been actively assisting
landowners in managing private lands by providing
technical assistance. In this time of low commodity prices,
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wildfires, and other challenges thrown at our state’s farmers
and ranchers, the Colorado Association of Conservation
Districts stands by Colorado’s private land owners by asking
for a No vote on this bill. The bill failed on a 6-5 vote.
In addition to state matters, CACD strives to keep our
members informed of policy changes at the federal level
that may affect private landowners. Some examples we are
monitoring on your behalf include:
-Request for comment in the Federal Register seeking input
on any EPA regulations that may be appropriate for repeal,
replacement, or modification.
-President Trump’s proposed cuts to the US Department
of Agriculture’s budget for fiscal year 2018, which include
a 21% cut to USDA with calls for a reduction in staff and
potential privatization of conservation planning.
-Corresponding with Staff of the Congressional Western
Caucus on the Equal Access to Justice Act and adding
transparency to taxpayer funded lawsuits by special interest
groups.
-Colorado’s Congressman Scott Tipton’s draft bill
protecting privately-held water and property rights from
the US Forest Service, a subject CACD has been working
on at the state level for over 5 years. We have reached
out to Congressman Tipton’s staff and asked to be kept
informed on the USFS water bill.
We continue to work with our national partner, the
National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD),
to communicate with our federally elected officials to make
sure the voices of the locally-elected conservation districts
are heard.
As your lobbyist, it is truly a privilege to represent
CACD at the State Capitol in Denver on behalf of the 76
Conservation Districts. Please don’t hesitate to pass any
legislative or policy concerns to your CACD Board member
so we can represent your interests.
Brett Moore is the principal of OnTheBallot Consulting,
and has represented CACD since 2011. He hails from a 5th
generation family of farmers and ranchers in Northwest
Kansas, but calls Denver home.

CACD Introduces Its New Executive Director
Please allow me to formally introduce myself. My name is Bobbi Ketels, and as many of
you already know, I am the new Executive Director for CACD. I come from a background
of high customer service and personal relations. I developed a national in-house finance
and insurance division, meeting the demands of affordable and enjoyable retirement
lifestyles for many families nationwide. I live in Lamar, Colorado, with my husband and
together we have six children and seven wonderful grandchildren.
I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you already, and I genuinely look forward to
having the opportunity to meet more of you in person very soon. I am excited about the
projects we will be working on together in the future. I am enthusiastic about joining
this organization and look forward to the upcoming months at CACD as I have the
opportunity to travel to your area.
I find myself reflecting on the mission of CACD and what it means to the conservation districts of Colorado, to our
collaborative partners and to all of you on a personal level as we move forward and work with the many changes
ahead for conservation. I am eager to hear your successes and to learn more about the issues you face in your
regions.
Now is a time for opportunity and growth in the midst of adversity and challenges. If we work together as a team,
we have the ability to accomplish our task and overcome the obstacles that face us. I am honored to be a part
of the future of conservation, and I thank all of you who recognize the efforts of our organization. With your
support, CACD can continue to serve as the unified voice for all Colorado conservation districts by facilitating
outreach, connecting with partnership programs, assisting with educational opportunities and continued legislative
involvement, and supporting the ever changing needs of landowners in their stewardship of natural resources.
Please feel free to reach out to me at any time. My number is 719-686-0020. The new email address for CACD is
executivedirector4cacd@gmail.com. Our new mailing address is P.O. Box 1175, Lamar, CO 81052.
Kindest Regards,
Bobbi

Colorado NRCS Update
Hello Conservation Partners:
I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you a few brief updates in regards to the Natural Resources Conservation
Service activities:
•
•
•
•
•

Our leader, Clint Evans, should return from his detail in August.
We are on target to obligate all of our financial assistance funding; many contracts are in the final stage of
completion.
As an Agency we are awaiting approval of the Agency Hiring Plan; once the plan is approved it should allow for
Colorado to fill a few vacant positions.
We have 92% of the 3-way agreements signed and returned from the Districts. These agreements serve as a portal
to help facilitate our shared efforts. THANK YOU for your cooperation.
We are in the final stages of signing and entering into a few agreements that have a District nexus, including a
salinity agreement that will secure funds for 6 staff on the west slope, the District Technician agreement that will
secure around 30 positions across the state, and the CACD agreement which will secure funds for the District
Annual Meeting, Camp Rocky, Envirothon and additional conservation efforts.

As we go into the final quarter of our fiscal year I am optimistic that we have done our homework to ensure we close
this fiscal year in a responsible manner and take steps to put us in good position going into fiscal year 2018.
In closing I would like to thank you for your support during my acting as State Conservationist.
Regards, Randy Randall, Acting State Conservationist

www.coloradoacd.org
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A network of
client-focused professionals
providing solutions as
one engineering company.

CLIENT FOCUSED, LOCAL PRESENCE
THE LANGDON GROUP
a J-U-B Company
langdongroupinc.com

J-U-B ENGINEERS
www.jub.com

SPOKANE
KENNEWICK

GATEWAY MAPPING
a J-U-B Company
gatewaymappinginc.com

SANDPOINT
COEUR D’ALENE
LEWISTON

LA GRANDE

BOISE
TWIN FALLS
LOGAN
KAYSVILLE

IDAHO FALLS
POCATELLO

SALT LAKE CITY
OREM

16 offices
5 states
350 professionals to serve you
FT. COLLINS

WESTERN COLORADO

WESTERN COLORADO OFFICE
305 South Main Street, Palisade, CO 81526
(970) 208-8508

Cultivating Colorado

By Christi Lightcap, Director of Communications & Public Awareness,
Colorado Department of Agriculture
In 2016, the Colorado Department of Agriculture issued the first
annual edition of Cultivating Colorado. The magazine focuses on
telling the amazing stories found within the agricultural industry
to further our educational reach into the urban communities.
The magazine is now being distributed statewide and includes the
following story. If you’d like your own copy of this free magazine,
contact Christi Lightcap, CDA’s Communications Director, at (303)
869-9005 or Christi.Lightcap@state.co.us.
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Continued on page 7

Colorado Cattle Feast on the Forest Floor
By Rachel Bertone

Colorado’s beautiful and expansive landscape contains
close to 24.5 million acres of forested land – a little
more than one-third of the state – and consists of 15
national forests and 222 state wildlife areas. To keep
these complex ecosystems healthy, forest managers
implement a variety of conservation methods,
including allowing Colorado’s No. 1 commodity –
cattle – as well as other livestock, such as sheep, to
actively graze on forestland. “Forestland is another
type of ecosystem, and disturbance is needed to
drive the function of the ecosystem,” says Les Owen,
director of the Colorado Department of Agriculture’s
Conservation Services Division. “Grazing is a
management tool, and the absence of grazing can cause
vegetation to lose its vigor and not grow well.”
Forestry’s Importance
Owen says Colorado forests are important for many
different reasons. They regulate watersheds for both
agricultural and municipal use as well as provide
shelter for humans and wildlife, improve air quality by
filtering pollutants, and provide recreational activities
for consumers along with products and jobs.
Allowing livestock to graze is beneficial for all parties,
Owen says, and consumers need to understand that
the act of harvesting vegetation is a natural process
required for continued healthy growth. Ranchers
need to be conscious, though, as overgrazing can be a
problem if the timing, intensity and duration of grazing
are not managed properly.
Steve Oswald owns Oswald Cattle Company in
Cotopaxi. He says grazing forest grasses provides a
high-protein source of food for livestock. Forests also
greatly benefit from livestock grazing as it works the
soil through hoof action and helps cycle minerals back
into the soil.

nutrients, minerals and such to be recycled back into
the soil,” Oswald says. As a rancher, he adds, the benefit
is readily available forage for his livestock. “As a whole,
it provides an opportunity for additional forage for
Colorado’s ranching industry.”
Joe Duda, Deputy State Forester for the Colorado State
Forest Service, says livestock grazing also helps reduce
fine fuels, which can cause forest fires. Fine fuels include
dry grasses, leaves, needles and other small fuels that
can spread fires quickly. By reducing the accumulation
of dry, mature grasses and then recycling the nutrients,
livestock effectively reduce this impact.
Other ways that Colorado forests are managed include
mitigating the impacts of forest insects, removing trees
(or thinning) to help larger ones grow or start a new
succession of forest growth, removing dead trees, and
leaving organic matter on the ground to prevent erosion
and keep soil moist, among others.
The worst thing for a forest’s health is to do nothing,
so harvesting trees and other management techniques
are extremely important. Harvesting trees helps to
control the types of trees that grow, provides valueadded lumber products, offers recreation for consumers
and attracts wildlife. When there are too many trees,
they tend to be unhealthy since they’re competing for
sunlight and nutrients. One method of harvesting is
called thinning.
“When you manage the forests through thinning, you’re
allowing more sunlight to reach the forest floor and
making water more available for the plants underneath.
This also improves range condition, so it’s beneficial to
livestock and wildlife,” Duda says.

“A grazed plant, when allowed
adequate recovery, is a healthy
plant with healthy root systems as
opposed to a plant which is never
grazed and becomes decadent, never allowing those

www.coloradoacd.org
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Innovative and Cooperative Conservation Solutions to
Address Irrigation Supply and Demand Imbalances

By Shavano Conservation District, Delta Conservation District and Sonja Chavez, Water Resource Specialist,
Colorado River Water Conservation District
Ask anybody what they wish they had more of and I’d bet
that you’d probably hear “time and money.” That couldn’t
be truer for the agricultural producers in western Colorado
that I work with. Actually, I’d also bet those producers
would also add “more water” to that wish list, especially in
the already over-appropriated Colorado River Basin.
So the central question becomes: “How do we, as an
agricultural water community, work together to find
innovative solutions for this wish list?”
Believe it or not, this is not an impossible task.
In fact, today in the Lower Gunnison River Basin,
agricultural producers, water users,
local and regional districts, nongovernmental organizations, federal
agencies and over 20 other partners
have been working on water-related
issues that can actually save time
and money since 2014 under the
auspices of the ad-hoc Lower
Gunnison Partnership.
Specifically, the purpose of the
Partnership is to work together in
a coordinated fashion to identify,
fund and implement innovative
solutions to conserving water, time
and money while recognizing that
water issues are localized and “one boot does not fit all.”
In the Lower Gunnison Basin, the greatest challenges
involve existing inefficient, earthen, and often antiquated
irrigation delivery system infrastructure and gravity-driven
flood irrigation systems that require excessive time, money
and water to operate.
After years of struggling, the Partnership successfully pulled
together multiple diverse funding sources including an
$8M Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
funding award from the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) with over $40M in other partner
contributions to create the Lower Gunnison Project that
addresses these challenges in a holistic way.
The Lower Gunnison Project is a comprehensive series
of projects under a “grand vision” that integrates on, near
and off-farm water operation improvements, from the
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water source to the end use. For example, this includes
the design and implementation of re-regulation storage
facilities connected to new pressurized pipelines and “smart”
structures that include remote monitoring and operational
controls. Such a system reduces labor, costs and water losses.
Although it is early, the Partnership has had some
initial successes in improving irrigation delivery system
infrastructure and on-farm efficiency that is helping to
match irrigation demands with available water supplies,
thereby increasing agricultural resiliency and flexibility
in water short years, extending irrigation seasons, and
increasing productivity and reducing labor costs so that
agriculture remains a viable and sustainable part of our local
economies and our heritage.
In other words, saving time,
money and water!
For Teddy Berger, Shavano
Conservation District Board
Member and producer,
getting involved with
irrigation efficiency projects
was a no-brainer. “I recently
implemented a high efficiency
system on our farm that has
worked very well,” states
Berger. “It is so much more
efficient on water usage and
time and provides a much
more even distribution of water. I think information on
new watering techniques that saving water and time will
continue to be more and more useful as this resource
becomes scarcer.”
The Shavano Conservation District and the Delta
Conservation District are actively supporting the Lower
Gunnison Project and have additional informational for
local producers who want more information on applying for
financial assistance through the Lower Gunnison Project to
install high efficiency irrigation systems on their farms.
For more information on the Lower Gunnison Project
please contact the Shavano Conservation District at
970-249-8407 x113 (mendy.stewart@co.nacdnet.net)
and/or the Delta Conservation District at 970-3998194 (deltaconservationd@gmail.com) and visit www.
GunnisonRiverBasin.org/projects/lower-gunnison-project/.

NRCS Gives a High Five to the Pollinator B’s
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) helps
conserve wildlife habitat for species large and small. The “Five
Pollinator B’s” are a prime example. Bees, butterflies, birds, bats
and beetles are all pollinators and although they may be small in
size, their impact on our lives is huge.
The “Five Pollinator B’s” are responsible for one out of every three
bites of food we eat. They help fertilize orchards and croplands
and are critical to growing our nation’s food. Pollinators, however, are facing some serious threats to their survival.
The main threats are habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation. As native vegetation is replaced by roadways, manicured
lawns, crops and non-native gardens, pollinators lose the food and nesting sites they need to survive. Pesticides can also
impact pollinator populations.
Migratory pollinators, like butterflies, face special challenges. If the
distance between suitable habitat along their migration route is too
far, smaller, weaker individuals may die during their journey.
NRCS works with conservation partners, particularly farmers and
ranchers, to conserve wildlife habitat, including those of pollinators.
Farmers and ranchers are voluntarily stepping up to the plate
to help recover pollinator populations. NRCS is helping them
implement more than 30 conservation practices to help enhance
pollinator habitat.
Pollinator habitat enhancement includes everything from planting
wildflowers and native grasses to improving pasture management.
Improvements that help improve habitat for pollinators also support improved water quality, healthier soils and more
productive working lands, which is good for the environment and the farmer’s bottom line. In addition to our partnerships
with landowners, NRCS has partnerships with non-profits, government agencies and for-profit companies, expanding our
reach and impact.

36356 Hwy 92 • Hotchkiss, CO 81419
Voice: 970-872-3890
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Tour De Farms: Cyclists Ride
to Learn…and Eat!
By Sharie Prow, District Manager

Annually, for the past three years, the Mount Sopris
Conservation District has hosted Tour De Farms.
Last year participants toured three local agricultural
producers in the New Castle and Silt area: Open Heart
Ranch-Carla and Warren Roberts, Peach Valley CSA
Farm-Ken and Gail Kuhns, and Butch and Sharon
Blanco’s small acreage vineyard. Participants learned
about local food production while enjoying a 21-mile
bike ride. The ride ended at Black Dog Saloon in New
Castle and riders shared a meal from locally grown
beef and vegetables. Because of the generous donations
of vegetables from Peach Valley CSA and grants from
LiveWell Garfield County, the Town of New Castle and
the Mount Sopris Conservation District, a contribution
of $670 was made to ACCESS Roaring Fork, a local
children’s organization. In addition to Tour De Farms,
the Mount Sopris Conservation District offers many
educational opportunities throughout the year for people
of all ages.
This year the Mount Sopris Conservation District’s
bicycle tour will be held near Basalt. Check it out at:
http://www.mountsopriscd.org/Tour-De-Farms.
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Benefits of Sprinklers for Colorado Producers

By Beth Karberg, Salinity Field Coordinator, Lower Gunnison Basin, Colorado River Salinity Control Program, CSCB
It is springtime and high water is raging down the
creeks, rivers are flowing full, and thanks to an above
average snowpack, we’re looking forward to a good
water year. Still, there are several reasons that you
might consider installing high efficiency sprinkler
irrigation on your land. Sprinklers offer benefits
even with a plentiful water supply. Your ground
receives a much more uniform application of water
with sprinklers than with flood irrigation methods.
That means you get more uniform crop growth, as
well as increased yields. Depending on your specific
conditions, you can anticipate a 1.5 to 4 fold increase in
hay production after installing sprinklers. Row crops
may not see
that dramatic of
yield increases
but will benefit
from decreased
need for tillage,
less soil erosion,
and reduced
fertilizer inputs
that will save
you time and
money.
While the
switch to a
high efficiency
irrigation system
may introduce challenges, such as decreased aquifer
recharge and historic tail water supply, irrigators will
enjoy the labor savings and the ability to adequately
irrigate a crop in years when less water is available.
As we hear repeatedly, demands for water are
increasing. The Colorado Statewide Water Supply
Initiative 2010 study estimated a current statewide
agricultural water supply gap of 2 million acre-feet
per year, and predicted 500,000 to 700,000 irrigated
acres will be dried up by 2050 to meet urban demands.
Regionally, the dramatic drop in water levels at Lake
Powell and Lake Mead, from full in 2011 to roughly
half that amount of water stored since 2013, is visible

evidence of water use exceeding the supply available
in the Colorado River. As the population that relies
on the Colorado River is expected to increase from 40
million to 80 million by 2050, all water users will feel
the competing interests for this essential and limited
resource. Increased temperatures and periods of
drought only intensify this water supply-demand gap.
Using our water as efficiently as possible—getting the
most benefit per drop—will be increasingly essential to
keep irrigated agriculture viable.
Fortunately, there is help available for those motivated
to improve the efficiency of their agricultural water
use. The NRCS
Environmental
Quality
Incentives
Program
(EQIP) offers
technical
and financial
assistance for
agricultural
producers
planning to
install more
efficient
irrigation
systems. Much
of Colorado’s
Western Slope falls within the Colorado River Salinity
Control Program area, which brings additional funds
for such irrigation efficiency improvements. Even
those of us lucky enough to live near the headwaters,
with senior water rights and plenty of water in most
years, can benefit now and prepare for the future, by
installing high efficiency irrigation systems.
Recently, the Colorado Department of Agriculture
produced a video capturing the stories of a few
producers explaining the benefits they have found
from using center pivot and side roll sprinkler systems.
Check it out at: https://youtu.be/S3w35wjyKiY.
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USDA Announces More than $22 Million
in Conservation Innovation
By Petra Barnes, (720) 544-2808, petra.barnes@co.usda.gov
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
continues its investment in conservation innovation by
announcing the projects selected for the 2017 Conservation
Innovation Grants. The Agency is allocating more than $22M
to 33 projects nationwide that drive public and private sector
innovation in resource conservation, and two have ties
to Colorado.
CIGs are competitive and provide funding to projects that help
develop the tools, technologies, and strategies to support nextgeneration conservation efforts on working lands and develop
market-based solutions to resource challenges. Public and
private grantees —including non-governmental organizations,
American Indian tribes, academic institutions and local
government entities— will leverage the federal investment by at
least matching it.
2017’s 33 projects focus on: conservation finance and payfor-success models to stimulate conservation adoption; data
analytics for natural resources; water management technologies
and approaches; and historically underserved farmers, ranchers
and private forest landowners. The 2017 CIG awards bring the
total NRCS investment to nearly $286.7 million for 711 projects
since 2004.
The two projects with Colorado connections include the
Liquid Assets Project: Mobilizing Impact Investment Capital
for Agricultural Water Sustainability and the Development of
Self-Sustaining Markets for Bird-Friendly Beef to Incentivize

Grassland Conservation on Private Lands Across the Great
Plains, spearheaded by Trout Unlimited and the National
Audubon Society respectively.
The Trout Unlimited project proposes to develop and pilot a
series of impact investment opportunities in the Colorado River
Basin, improving agricultural water sustainability and providing
financial returns to investors and agricultural producers, while
the National Audubon Society proposes to fully develop the
supply chains of its Audubon Conservation Ranching program
to provide ranchers with access to premium beef markets.
The CIG effort is funded through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP). The maximum grant is $2 million
per project, and the length of time for project completion is
three years. The CIG projects are designed to engage EQIPeligible producers in on-the-ground conservation activities that
speed up the transfer and adoption of innovative conservation
technologies and approaches to accelerate transfer and adoption
of promising technologies and approaches to address some of the
Nation’s most pressing natural resource concerns.
Read and download the full list of this fiscal year’s selected
projects: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/
national/programs/financial/cig/?cid=nrcseprd1332220 . Click
on the link to view the list through an interactive map. For more
information about NRCS, it programs, opportunities and
benefits to natural resources, please visit
www.co.nrcs.usda.gov.

Conservation Districts Plan Strong Support for FFA Rangeland Judging
By Ben Berlinger, Society for Range Management, Youth Activities Chair

Conservation Districts across Colorado will again be strong supporters of
furthering natural resources education for our youth. The following FFA
Rangeland Judging and Plant Identification career development exercises (CDE)
are being scheduled for this fall:
September 20, Northeast Colorado Regional FFA Range Judging CDE
in New Raymer; West Greeley Conservation District, Kandee Nourse, District
Manager, info@wgcd.org
September 27, Southeast Colorado Regional FFA Range Judging CDE in Kim
Branson-Trinchera Conservation District, Jonnalea Tortorelli, District Manager,
jonnalea.tortorelli@co.nacdnet.net
October 11, Eastern Colorado State FFA Range Judging CDE at Lamar Community College, Prowers Conservation District, Erica
Wurst, District Manager, Erica.Wurst@co.nacdnet.net
Please contact these conservation districts if you need additional information regarding any of these events. In addition to the
sponsoring conservation districts listed above, several conservation districts in the vicinity of each event have graciously supported
these educational programs for our youth.
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Snowmass Microhydro: a Model for Western Colorado
By Auden Schendler, Vice President, Sustainability, Aspen Skiing Company
Aspen had the first electric lights west of the
Mississippi. From 1885 to 1957, the power for those
lights—and for the nascent ski industry—came
from small hydroelectricity plants that ran water
down pipelines and through turbines. Small or
“micro” hydro power—which doesn’t use dams and
therefore doesn’t damage rivers and streams—is
carbon free, affordable, and an obvious way for
mountain communities to
power themselves. A quick
look around the state shows
how pervasive hydro power
was: from the rusted water
wheel along the river in Ouray,
to the generating plant atop
Bridal Veil Falls in Telluride,
to Boulder Canyon’s recently
modernized project dating back
to 1909.
But by 1960, an energy
revolution was afoot, and new
power from coal, and eventually
nuclear, was promised to
be too cheap to meter and
a better deal for the state.
Nuclear never really panned
out, and as concerns about air
pollution, climate change and
centralized power grew, and
as entrepreneurs began to see
opportunity, small hydro made
a comeback. One relatively new
system, designed to showcase
the opportunity to hundreds of
thousands of visitors, sits at the
base of one of the state’s largest
ski areas: Snowmass Mountain.
Each spring, as the slopes melt,
the 115 kilowatt plant generates
enough clean power to run ten homes year round.
The Snowmass plant came about when ski resort
managers sought ways to provide cleaner power for
the resort. Hydro was an obvious choice, but these
plants can be very costly, requiring thousands of feet
of “penstock,” the pipe that pulls water from a stream
and delivers it to a turbine. Ski resorts, however,
already have that expensive buried infrastructure
in place—it’s called a snowmaking system. By
attaching a turbine to the dormant pipe for use

in the spring and summer, and building a small
powerhouse, Aspen Snowmass was able to build
the Fanny Hill Microhydro plant on the cheap. The
system is straightforward: water from West Brush
Creek runs into a snowmaking reservoir high on the
mountain. That water passes through 4,000 linear
feet of snowmaking pipe, dropping 800 vertical feet
in the process. It arrives at the plant at 600 pounds of
pressure, and passes through
a hole the size of a dime to
spin a Pelton wheel, a water
wheel designed two hundred
years ago by a California gold
miner. Aspen Skiing Company
sells the power to Holy Cross
Energy, a partner in the
project, which writes a check
to the ski resort for roughly
$10,000 annually, representing
about 100,000 kilowatt-hours
of electricity.
Small hydro is one small way
for Colorado to move through
an economic transition—away
from coal mining and resource
extraction towards a new
future that focuses more on
clean power and a recreation
economy—without suffering
job loss and unemployment.
Rob Covington, who built the
Snowmass plant, is a Navy
veteran who specialized in
underwater ship repairs; he
now runs the city of Aspen’s
Maroon Creek hydro plant.
And Frank White, who
oversees the Snowmass plant,
used to work in a steel mill
in Youngstown, Ohio, and now runs snowmaking
operations at Snowmass. Western Colorado is full of
skilled workers like Rob and Frank, the sort of people
who can repair anything mechanical dropped in front
of them. And rural utilities are increasingly open to
small, local, clean power systems. Our state is replete
with hydro opportunities, including ditch drops,
dams, steep creeks and pressurized irrigation systems.
It’s time to marry these resources—skilled labor,
falling water and history—for a Colorado future that
tips its hat to the past.
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Job Announcement
The Yuma County Conservation District is looking
for a motivated, conservation-minded individual
for the position of District Manger. This is fulltime salaried position that is mostly office work
with a little bit of field time and that will include
some evening hours. The salary range is $28,000
to $33,000 per year depending on experience.
Position requires a high school diploma or GED;
strong work ethic; self-motivation; willingness to
work with a wide variety of customers, landowners,
ag producers and local, state, and federal entities;
the ability to be a team player; and the candidate
must be able to pass the USDA security clearance
check. Skills needed include customer service
skills, event organizational skills, computer and
technology skills—including social media, basic
accounting, grant writing and administration, and
an understanding of production agriculture.
To apply, please submit a letter of interest and résumé
to Yuma County Conservation District, 247 N. Clay
Street, Suite 1, Wray, CO 80758 or email to yccd77@
gmail.com. Position open until filled.

Rio Blanco County Land Use Plan
By Chris Colflesh, District Manager

In June of 2016, the Douglas Creek and White River Conservation
Districts adopted their land use plan for Rio Blanco County in
northwestern Colorado. The idea for writing a land use plan began in
2012, following discussions surrounding a plan for the Greater Sage
Grouse, and took 18 months to complete. As stated in the finalized
document, the Land and Natural Resources Plan and Policies of Rio
Blanco County, a “land use plans allow conservation districts to readily
participate in government-to-government interactions and federal law
requires that federal agencies give meaningful consideration to policies
asserted in plans developed by local governments.” A land use plan also
functions as a guide for conservation districts to fulfill their mission to
care for, treat and operate lands within district boundaries.

http://www.whiterivercd.com/

Developing a land use plan involved the following steps: requesting bids from consultants; determining a template; holding
public meetings to gather input; creating a steering committee consisting of not only landowners but many partners;
collecting data; drafting and reviewing the document; providing forums for public comment; and approving the final plan.
The cost of the project totaled approximately $75,000 and funds were provided through the Districts’ mill levy income
and from Rio Blanco County, each contributing about 50 percent. The Districts now have a comprehensive resource for
presenting and discussing how their stakeholders perceive and value their natural resources and a means for ensuring that
they have a voice as decisions are made by federal land management agencies within Rio Blanco County.
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Woodland Park High School Continues Their Winning Streak
at the 2017 Colorado Envirothon Competition
By Brenda Anderson, Colorado Envirothon, Co-Chair

Woodland Park High School’s AP Environmental
Science team once again took first place honors at
the 2017 Colorado
Envirothon (COE)
Competition
held on April
25th and 26th, in
Aurora, Colorado!
This year’s event
took place at the
Arapahoe County
Fair Grounds,
with ten teams
participating that
came from all
over Colorado
to compete in
the Colorado
Envirothon’s annual
natural resource,
science-based
contest. The second
place team was
another team from
Woodland Park
High School in Teller County; and the third place
team was from Greeley West High School in Greeley.
The Colorado Envirothon Committee would like
to thank all of the conservation districts, financial
sponsors, contest volunteers, instructors and judges
for their contributions at making the 2017 COE event
such a success!
The winning team members from Woodland Park
High School were: MacKenzie Morrison, Angelica
Osuch, Hunter Stone, Cameron Vela, and Laura
Wagner. Mr. Dan Ganoza is Woodland Park High
School’s AP Environmental Science teacher and acted
as the team’s advisor and coach. Assisting him was

Rose Banzhaf. These Colorado students and their
coaches will be heading to the international National
Conservation
FoundationEnvirothon
Competition in
Emmitsburg,
Maryland, this
summer, in July.
Other Colorado
schools, that made
the trip to Aurora for
the 2017 contest, were
from Center, Craig,
Del Norte, Greeley,
Kremmling, San
Luis, Saguache and
Woodland Park.
During the two day
competition, all
students are tested in
a total of five areas
of natural resource
science content,
including aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife and soils.
Teams also have to make an oral presentation on
solving a current natural resource issue problem, with
this year’s topic being “Agriculture Soil and Water
Conservation Stewardship.” Teamwork and critical
thinking are the basis for a successful outcome at this
fun and educational contest.
COE thanks all of this year’s participants and their
school sponsors. The date and location of the 2018
Colorado Envirothon Competition will be announced
in the coming months. More information about the
Colorado Envirothon program can be obtained from
the website at www.coloenvirothon.com.
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2017 CACD Board of Directors
Lower Arkansas River Watershed
Don McBee, President
Lamar, CO

Upper South Platte River Watershed
Charlie Carnahan, Director
Kiowa, CO

Upper Arkansas River
Watershed
Vacant

Rio Grande River Watershed
Anthony Lobato, Vice President
Center, CO

Republican River Watershed
Jim Cecil, Director
Cope, CO

Lower South Platte
River Watershed
Vacant

North Platte, White,
Yampa Watersheds
Gary Moyer, Director
Meeker, CO

Gunnison-Dolores River Watershed
Mike Cleary, Director
Crawford, CO

San Juan Basin Watershed
Gary Thrash, Director
Durango, CO

Colorado River Watershed
Scott Jones, Director
Gypsum, CO

CACD Seeking Board Supervisors
Are you passionate about conservation? Do you currently serve or have you served previously on the board of your
local conservation district? Do you live within the Upper Arkansas or Lower South Platte Watersheds?
CACD is currently looking to fill the Upper Arkansas and Lower South Platte vacancies on its board of directors.
If you are interested in representing your watershed regarding statewide issues, or would like to learn more, please
contact Don McBee at 719-688-2122.

SAVE THE DATE: 2017 CACD 73rd Annual Meeting

November 26 – 29, 2017 • Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center • Loveland, CO

Registration will start September 1, 2017 for CACD’s 73nd Annual Meeting, which will be held in Loveland at the
Embassy Suites Hotel. The dates for this 2017 annual event will start on Monday, November 26th and conclude on
Wednesday, November 29th.
We sincerely hope that you will join your fellow Conservation Districts, landowners and CACD Partners in
Loveland in November!

