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Bud Mekelburgto Recelve NACD’s

Distinguished ServiceAward

By LyndaHar per, Manager,
Yuma Conservation District

Milton“Bud’ Mekeburgwill
receive NACD’stop honor (the
Distinguished ServiceAward) Feb.12,
2008 at the NACD Annua Meeting
inReno, Nevada. Budwasthe
youngest founding member of the
YumaSoil Conservation Didtrictin
1958. In 2008, hewill celebrate 50
yearsof district work at thelocal,
state, and national level. Throughout
that time, hehasmaintained his
passion for conservation of our
natural resourceswhile protecting
productiveagriculturd lands.

Budwase€lected asthefirst
president of the YumaConservation
District Board of Supervisors. He
became amember of the Colorado
Association of Conservation Digtricts
and has served asboth Vice-Presi-
dent and President. In 1976, hewas
askedtofill avacancy on the National
Association of Conservation Digtricts
Board of Directors. Heserved as
VicePresident, and wasNACD
President from 1980 - 1984. During
that time hewas part of agroup that
hel ped formul ate key piecesof the
1985 Farm Bill, including thefirst
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP).

When NACD commissioned
R. Neil Sampsontowritefor the
Loveof theLand, A History of
NACD, Budwroteintheforward,
“Organizations, likepeople, needa
senseof their history in order to move
forward with confidence.

Bud reviewed water projects
inthe USA and hastraveled asa
Peopleto Peopletour in other coun-
tries. Innorthern Syriahe helped

Bud Mekelburg in Yuma Conservation District Office

anirrigation company switchfrom
floodirrigation to center pivots. He
became an honorary member of the
Nava o NationinArizona, and saw
thecompletion of every acreina
conservation district onthereserva
tion.

Budreturned to hisfarming
and ranching operation and has
served onthelocal district board
continuoudly sincethen. Heispast
president of the Republican River
Watershed A ssoci ation, made up of
eight conservation districts, andheis
afounding and current member of the
YW Well TestingAssociation, which
wasformed by conservation districts
to ddiver irrigation water manage-
ment.

Bud has planted thousands of
treesfor local cooperatorsover the
last 50years. Hehelped designand
securefunding for aSection 319
project whichimplemented Best
Management Practiceson 45,000
acresto protect ground water inthe
OgdlaaAquifer. Heisoverseeinga

$485,000 federal Conservation
Innovation Grant to develop innova
tionsfor lower water use cropsto
protect dwindling water suppliesand
maintain productiveagricultureinthe
Republican River Basin. Thelatest
program devel oped under hisleader-
ship targetsnon-traditiona congtitu-
entsincluding small, minority, and
women producers. Bud waselected
toafour-year termto represent the
Lower South Platte and Republican
River Watersheds on the Colorado
State Conservation Board and takes
officein January 2008.

Under Bud'sleadership
staffing hasincreased from one part-
timepersonto over fiveemployees
and consultants. Feegenerating
programsinclude seedling tree sales
and grass seed sales. When thelocal
USDA service center was closed,
Bud wasadamant that thedistrict
maintain local accessto NRCS. The
district purchaseditsown building and
providesoffice spacefree of charge
to NRCSfield office personnel.
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CACD
DIRECTORS

Eric Jessen — President
Gunnison-Dolores River Watershed
Paonia, Colorado

Phone: (970) 874-5726 x 111

Email: brecco@tds.net

JD Wright — Vice President
Lower Arkansas River Watershed
Olney Springs, Colorado

Phone: (719) 263-5449

Email: jdjoyw@surfmk.com

Vern Vinson — Secretary/Treasurer
Upper Arkansas River Watershed
Sedalia, Colorado

Phone: (719) 687-0330

Email: willowavi@aol.com

Harley Ernst — Director
Republican River Watershed
Flagler, Colorado

Phone: (970) 357-4258
Email: jhe farm@yahoo.com

Don Foth - Director

San Juan Basin Watershed
Cortez, Colorado

Phone: (970) 564-1401
Email: fothdc@msn.com

Bill Lake— Director

North Platte-White-Y ampa Watershed
Meeker, Colorado

Phone: (970) 878-4786

Email: wmlake@hotmail.com

Clint Mehl — Director
Colorado River Watershed
Eagle, Colorado

Phone: 970-328-6637

Email: cmehl @centurytel.net

Brian Neufeld — Director
Rio Grande River Watershed
Hooper, Colorado

Phone: (719) 588-0550
Email: bri396@hotmail.com

Brian Starkebaum — Director
Lower South Platte Watershed
Haxtun, Colorado

Phone: (970) 633-5999

Email:
brian-starkebaum@yumaconservation.org

Bob Warner — Director

Upper South Platte River Watershed
Brighton, Colorado

Phone: 303-536-4802

Email: wrancher@msn.com

Darlene Jensen —

Executive Vice President (non-voting)
P.O. Box 4138

901 Rampart Range Road

Woodland Park, CO 80866

Phone: 719-686-0020

Fax: 719-686-0030

Email: Darlene@cacd.us
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Asthe new president of the CACD, | welcome you to the
New Y ear and encourage you to save the sidebar
information containing the names and contact information
of the watershed representatives to the CACD and the
Colorado State Conservation Board.

| | cometo you asaretired small business owner living on a
small ranch east of Paonia on the Western Slope. | have
been Vice President of CACD for two years, President of
the Delta Conservation District, and represent the
Gunnison/Dolores watershed on the CACD Board. | havea
long and varied background in agriculture, the west, and
conservation. Time spent working with our Conservation Districts may be
the most rewarding, as it offers varied opportunities for making lasting
positive changes for agriculture and our communities.

For an organization such as the CACD to remain viable it must be ableto
change with the times. Regretfully, as we say goodbye to three directors,
Larry Hoozee, Randy Loutzenhiser, and Monty Smith, we see agreat deal of
knowledge, history, and insight leaving the Board. But, | and six other
board members are looking forward to working with three new members,
Harley Ernst, Brian Neufeld, and Brian Starkebaum, as well as a new
Executive Director, Darlene Jensen.

During the past several years, CACD has expended considerable staff and
board member time focusing on legislative issues at both the state and
federal levels. With the successes of improved state funding opportunities
for local Conservation Districts, and the successful passage of the 2007
Farm Bill, CACD isready to focus on strengthening the fiscal stability of
CACD.

Through CACD efforts, the Colorado State Conservation Board has hired
three able conservation specialists. Working as partners with the new
conservation specialists the CACD’s new Executive Vice President, Darlene
Jensen, and the CACD Board will assist the local Conservation Districts
with advancing their respective conservation programs. The first meeting
of the new board will be on January 23" and 24™. With the new talent, on
our Board and in our management, we will review successes of the past and
begin to develop arevised work plan to guide CACD in the years to come.

| am committed to keeping you informed about activities of the CACD
board and, in return, | am asking you to commit to keeping your watershed
representative informed about the issues of concern to your District.

The Colorado Conservator

Providing ColoradoWith
Conservation Newsfor 40 Years
Jerry Schwien, Editor
(Circulation 8,000)
Printed on Recycled Paper by Signature Offset, Broomfield, CO

GOAL: The Colorado Conservator informs residents of Colorado about
natural resources conservation. Information from our sponsorswill
emphasi ze natural resources and conservation programs available to
landowners.

CACD Office: CSCB Office:

901 Rampart Road 700 Kipling, Suite 4000
Woodland Park, CO 80863 Lakewood, CO 80215
(719) 686-0020 (303) 239-4112

Email: jschwien@comcast.net (articlesfor Springissuedue April 4)

The Colorado Conservator is published by the Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts (CACD) with technical and financial assistance
from the Colorado State Conservation Board (CSCB), the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Bureau of Reclamation (BOR),
and Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS). Theinformation contained in
this publication does not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of these
organizations. Articlesfor publication should be emailed to:
jschwien@comcast.net

CSCB
MEMBERS

Danny Neufeld - President
Rio Grande River Watershed
Hooper, Colorado

Phone: (719) 754-3784

Email: neufeld73@hotmail.com

Patricia Meakins - Vice-Pres.
Member at Large (Governor’'s App.)
Haxtun, Colorado

Phone: (970) 774-6294

Email: pmeakins@pctel com.coop

John T. ‘Jack’ Swennes (Sec.)
Upper Arkansas River Watershed
Matheson, Colorado

Phone: (719) 541-2810

Email: swennes3@aol.com

Jim (J3.D.) Amick - Member
North Platte, White, Yampa
Meeker, Colorado

Phone: (970) 878-4460

Email: barvbar@quik.com

Leroy Brase - Member

Lower Arkansas River Watershed
Lamar, Colorado

Phone: (719) 336-2166

Email: Icbrase@cminet.net

Jack Burk - Member

San Juan Basin Watershed
Mancos, Colorado

Phone: (970) 533-7841
Email: jburk@direcway.com

Mary Sue Liss - Member
Upper South Platte Watershed
El bert, Colorado

Phone: (719) 495-3927

Email: lissranch@yahoo.com

Milton (Bud) Mekelburg -
Member

Republican, Lower So. Platte
Yuma, Colorado

Phone: (970) 848-3411

Email: mgmekelburg@plains.net

Mel Rettig - Member
Colorado, Gunnison-Dolores
Grand Junction, Colorado
Phone: (970) 434-8470
Email: mmrettig@gvii.net

Cindy Lair - Director

Colorado State Conservation Board
700 Kipling, Suite400

L akewood, CO 80215-5894

Phone: (303) 239-4112

Email: cindy.lair@state.co.us




CACD Elects New Officers

The63rd Annua Meeting of
CACD a theAntlersHiltonin
Colorado Springstouched upon
many topicsincluding Farm Bill
briefings, water resourcesand river
basin compacts, NRCS updates,
climate changeand renewable energy.

Theaction packed four day
meeting recognized many outstanding
individuals; NRCS state conserva
tionist Allen Green washonored with
the CACD Digtinguished Service
Award. “We couldn’t think of a
more deserving person to present
thisto,” said Darlene Jensen,
CACD ExecutiveVice-President.
“He gives so much of histime and
effort in support of Conservation
Districts and the conservation of
Colorado’snatural resources.”

Monty Smithfromthe Codtilla

Conservation Didtrict received the
Outstanding Digtrict Supervisor of the
Year Award. Inadditiontorepre-
senting the Rio Grande Watershed

A Message from Darlene Jensen
CACD Executive Vice-President

What awhirlwind thesefirst
threemonthshavebeen! Yet, what a
pleasureit isto be on board with
CACD andto beginmy work with a
solid Board of Directorsat the helm.
Most rewarding has been getting to
know thevarious Conservation
Digtricts representativesand those
folkswho makeit al happen. |
began thisjourney by seeing firsthand
the hard work and dedi cation put
forth by theendlesshoursof assis-
tanceof thevolunteersat CACD’s
63rd Annua Meetingin November.
With some230in attendancefrom
Colorado and beyond, the Annual
M eeting was atremendous success.
John Redding, NACD, brought his
emceetalentsto the4-day event, to
delight al with hisshining southern
senseof humor.

Thisyear CACD will continuein
itssupport and coordination of the
Camp Rocky Youth program, which
was sowell represented by the
presentation of the Camp Rocky
youth at theAnnua Meeting Banquet.
Ashley Vader, Jade Meinzer, Grant
Slinger and Austin Mgor, throughthe
coordination of Ben Berlinger,
provided an enjoyableexchange of
vauable conservetioninformation.

Through itsviable partnership
withNRCS, CACD will againbe
stingin coordination of the

onthe CACD Board of Directors,
Monty isVice-President of the
Colorado Potato L egidativeAssn. and
isactiveonthe SierraGrande School
Board.

CACD’sLegidator of the
Year Award went to Senator Ken
Sdlazar. TheOutstanding
Conservation Farmer Award was
Presented to Clarence and Jolene
Robinson (Robinson Farms) of
MoscaHaooper CD. TheOutstanding
Conservation Rancher of the Year was
presented to Danny and Denise
Temple (Cloud Crest Ranch) of Rio
GrandeCD.

CACD aso€elected new
officersfor 2008: Eric Jessen of the
Gunnison-DoloresRiver Watershed
was el ected President; JD Wright of
the Lower Arkansas River Watershed
isthenew Vice-President; and Vern

Vinson of the Upper ArkansasRiver
Watershed was €l ected Secretary/ Thisyear will likely see Con-
Treasurer of CACD. gresspassanew Farm Bill . Asthe

year begins, the 2002 Farm Bill
comesto an end, and the conserva-
tion effortsmade by NRCSand
partnersin Colorado continuesto
benefit the state’ snatural resources.
Over the past fiveyears,
NRCS provided nearly $200 million
through numerousfinancia assistance
and easement programsto Colorado
landowners. Programsincludedthe
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), theWildlifeHabitat
IncentivesProgram (WHIP), the
Farm and Ranchlands Protection
Program (FRPP), theWetland
Reserve Program (WRP), and the
Grasdand Reserve Program (GRP).
“$200 millionisasignificant
contribution,” statesAllen Green,
“however, it’'simportant to notethat
NRCS conductsthe mgority of its
busi nessthrough cooperative conser-
vation endeaversand many of our
financid assstanceprogramsare
delivered on acost-sharebasis.
Therefore, $200 millionisjusta
pieceof thepie,” saysGreen.
“NRCSisproudto contrib-
uteto sustaining the natural resources
in Colorado, but we' remost proud of
our relationshipsand reputation for
locally-led conservation partnerships
and asaresult, the contributionsand
matchesfrom state, local and private
landownersmorethan doublethe
amount for conservation applied on

Grazing Land Conservation Inititive.
CACD endeavorstoexpandasa
conservation information resourceand
increase community awarenessand
outreach of the Conservation Didtricts,
andtofurther expand CACD’s
partnership with Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Colorado State
Conservation Board, Colorado State
Forest Serviceand Bureau of Recla-
mation, among others. My gratitudeis
extended to Cindy Lair, Janette Terry
and especidly CdlieHendricksonfor
making thetransition asmoother road.
| look forward to serving the

Congservation Digtrictsthroughout privatelands.”
Colorado. May your 2008 be pros- Noteworthy financia assstance
perous! programsthat NRCSutilized within

CACD HonorsAllen Green with
Distinguished Service Award

President Larry Hoozee presents NRCS State Conservationist
Allen Green with CACD's Distinguished Service Award.

Allen Green SharesNRCS and Partnership
Accomplishementsat CACD Annual Meeting

thelast fiveyearsincluded the
Conservation Security Program
(CSP) and numerous grants oppor-
tunities

Greensays, “CSPistheonly
programin U.S. history that recog-
nizesandfinanciadly rewardsfarmers
andranchersfor their ongoing high
level sof environmentd stewardship.”

NRCSawarded $15milion
to Colorado farmersand ranchers
through CSPfunding and over
$4 millionthrough variousgrants.
NRCSgrant opportunitiesincluded
Conservation Innovative Grants
(CIG), Grazing Lands Conservation
Initiative Grants(GLCl) and the
Conservation Partnership Incentives
(CPI).

Inadditiontothefinancia
assistance NRCS provides, the
agency dsoddiversscientificaly
based technical assistanceand
resourceinformationthroughit Soils,
Snow Survey and Water Forecasting
Supply and Water Resources
Programs.

Recently, the Colorado’s soils
survey program saw the completion
of theinitia soil survey of theentire
gatetotaling morethan 41 million
acres.

NRCS conservation efforts
carry on asanew Farm Bill passes
providing new opportunitiesfor the
agency to continueto help people
conservetheland. For additional
information about NRCS pleasevisit
our websiteat:
WWW.CO.nrcs.usda.gov
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Matching Grant Projects
Meet Local Needs

By Pam King, Colorado
Sate Conservation Board

In 2007 the Coloradolegida
ture, with encouragement fromthe
Colorado Association of Conserva
tion Digtrictsand Conservation
District Board members, restored
$600,000in funding to the Colorado
State Conservation Board
(CSCB).Thesefundsenabled the
CSCB tore-launchitspopular
Natural ResourcesMatching Grants
Program. Throughthisprogram,
elghteen Conservation Digtrictswere
ableto fund projectsin 2007 that they
hadidentified asimportant totheir
Didtrict. Thestatefundswerelever-
agedwith $2milliondollarsincash
andin-kind partner contributions.

Updating antiquated or improv-
ingwater delivery systems, tackling
noxiousweeds, protecting rangeland
and small acreage management were
thefocus of several projects. Conser-
vation education, soil erosion, forest
health, wildlife habitat, and water
quality were other issues addressed.

DanidlleWollart, Digtrict manager for
ProwersConservation Digtrict,
commented that the project was* one
of themost beneficial and successful
projectsindigtrict history”, and noted
that thirteen more producersarelined
up for when morefunding becomes
avalable

Seventeen percent of Colorado
native plant specieshavebeendis-
placed by noxiousweeds (source:
Colorado Weed M anagement Asso-
ciation (CWMA)). Their effectson
land productivity, wildlifeand other
resources can be devastating. It was
estimated that just three species
(jointed goat grass, volunteer ryeand
cheatgrass) cost Colorado wheat
producers$24 millionin 1989
(Pimental et al., 2000). Colorado
leafy spurgeinfestations have caused
cattleto beremoved fromtherange
and weedinfestation areimpacting
land values(CWMA). InMontana,
farmsand ranches have been aban

Sock tank mstallatlon in the Northeast Prowers CD improves range management
and supports producers keeping fragile land under grass once CRP expires.

In south east Coloradothereis
an uneasy feding about what will
happento fragile soilsasmany CRP
contractsend in the next two years.
Memoriesof thedust-bowl eradtill
linger inthat part of the stateand
drought isnever quiteamemory.
Prowersand Northeast Prowers
Conservation Digtrictsreasoned that
cost-sharing of stock watering facili-
tieson CRPland could providean
additional incentivefor producersto
keep thegrasscover for livestock
grazing rather than plowing for crops.
Stock watering tankswould help
maximizetheproductivity of range-
land by enabling better grazing
management. TheDigtrictsapplied
50% cost-sharetoinstall 5 water
tanks, 11 hydrantsand over 39,000
feet of pipelinefor fivelandowners.
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doned dueto knapweed infestations
(USDA, 1998). The Tamarisk
Codlition estimatesthat Colorado
tamarisk infestationsa ong riverssuck
up 170,000 more acrefeet of water
than if native specieswere present.
Alongthelower Colorado River,
tamarisk areas have been reported as
having 41% fewer birdsthan nearby
native plant communities (source:
CWMA). Every Conservation
Didtrictin Colorado hasit’snoxious
weed problems. Eight Conservation
Digtrictsused Matching Grantsto
attack noxiousweed i ssues, often
workingwiththeir county weed
programsfor themost effective
approach. Center Conservation
Didtrict aggressively targeted emerg-
ing Black Henbane populationsin
order to stall itsspread. Double El
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Tamansk and Russi on oI|ve are being removed alottg the Iower Mancos River. .
Logs are piled and used for firewood or slashed and chipped.

and Douglas County Districtsad-
dressed noxiousweedson small
acreages. Thesetwo Districts cost-
shared noxiousweed treatment, along
with other grazing management
projects, for 39 landowners. Alsoon
the eastern side of the|-25 corridor,
KiowaDistrict cost-shared |eafy
spurgetreatment on 2,000 acres
aong Running Creek and further
northeast, intheKirk/Joesarea, Yuma
County Digtrict cost-shared with 8
landownersto treat asimilar acreage
of knapweed infestation.

Tamarisk andit’spartner inriver
bank robbery - Russian Olive- are
expensiveto control once established.
Considerablelabor and machinery is
needed to cut the plantsdown and
handletheresulting brush, aswell as
herbicidetreatment of cut stumps. The
lower MancosRiver valey withinthe
Mancos Conservation Didtrict, is
upstream of MesaVerde National
Park and theMountain Utetribe.
Both these entitieshave had active
tamarisk control programsin place.
TheMancos Conservation District
recognized that asgood neighbors,
they couldinitiateatamarisk/russan
olivecontrol effort that would remove
the upstream seed bank and contrib-
uteto the success of downstream
control efforts. Inthisfirst year, their
NRCS partnerstagged Russian olive
and tamarisk along 2 milesof the
MancosRiver. The Didtrict used
Matching Grantsto hireaproject
manager and aseasonal technicianto
chainsaw thetagged treesalong one
mileof theriver, withlocal landowners
providing additiond labor.

Water issuesareawayshighon
thelist of prioritiesfor rural Colorado.
Matching Grantsfundsenabled three
landownersinthe Upper Huerfano
ConservationDidricttoimproveinlet

structuresand install aheadgate.
Shavano and MesaDistrictsused
Matching Grantsto contributeto
practicesthat will reducesalt entering
the Colorado River by over 1,000
tonsannually. Somewater projects
aredtill inthepipeline, so to speak.
Thesewill improvewater ddivery
systemson Silt Mesaand onthe
North Fork of the Gunnison River,
and offer [andownersopportunities
forirrigationimprovementsin Grand/
Summit counties.

Improvements to water mIet wstems .
improved delivery efficiency and reduced
sediment load in the Upper Huerfano CD.

The San Juan Conservation
Digtrict, like many others, facesthe
chalengeof aninflux of peoplenew
to land management assmall-acreage
sub-divisonsreplacefarmsand
ranches. In thelate 1990s Colorado
waslosing 90,000 acres per year
alongtheeastern front range aloneto
development. The San Juan CD
organized two workshopsto educate
landownersabout managing small
acreagesand on ditch erosion
control. They followed thework-
shopswith cost-share opportunities
toinstall conservation practices.



Partnersin Conservation
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CACD isproud to havethese state and federal agenciesas
contributing partnerstoour newsletter. Thefollowing pages
arededicated to conservation programsof the Partner ship.
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Forty landownersparticipatedinthe
workshopsandthisresultedin seven
projectsthat increased water use
efficiency and reduced sediment
loading.

Soil conservationwasachieved
through the Burlington and Double El
Conservation Didtrictscost-share
projects. Some 60,000 feet of
windbreakswere planted or reno-
vated by landownersto control soil
erosion. Thesewindbreaksalso offer
protectionto livestock and wildlife
and reduce energy use.

Weed barrier and drip irrigation improves windbreak tree establishment and growth.
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Theleadership of theDidtricts,
investment of landowners, contribu-
tionsby partnersand funding restora-
tion by the statelegidature has
together madethese conservation
benefitspossible. CSCB hastwenty-
fivenewly selected projectsenrolled
inthe 2008 Matching Grantsprogram
and looksforward to funding more
projectsintheyearsbeyond. If you
have any questionsyou may call Pam
King at the Colorado State Conser-
vation Board: Tel: 303-239-4170.

New Erafor Soil Surveys

By Petra Barnes Walker,
NRCS Public Affairs Specialist

Astheinitia survey of U.S. sail
conditionsand resourcesnears
compl etion, the National Coopera-
tive Soil Survey (NCSS) programis
shifting itsresourcesto updating and
enhancing existing soil resource
information. Thisnew erawill focus
onimproving thecons stency of soils
informationonaMagjor Land Re-
sourceArea(MLRA) basis, ignoring
political boundaries, and promoting
and providing technical assistance
and education to our customersand
land usedecisonmakers. Leading
thisnew effort arethenewly created
Major Land ResourceArea Soil
Survey Offices(MLRA SSOs).
WhileColoradowill eventualy host
five, threearedready up and open
for business.

ThethreeoperatingMLRA
SSOsin Colorado arelocatedin
Alamosa, Ft. Morgan, and Pueblo.
Theremainingtwowill belocatedin
Ft. Callinsand Grand Junction. In
additiontothefive Colorado loca
tions, MLRA SSOsin Rock Springs,
Wyoming; Price, Utah; Scotts BIuff,
Nebraska; Garden City, Kansas;
and Grants, New Mexicowill
provide serviceto smaller cornersof
Colorado.

“ Sdlecting thelocationsof the
MLRA soil survey officesaroundthe
country wasarduous,” says Steve
Park, NRCS State Soil Scientist/
MLRA Region 6 Team L eader,
Lakewood, CO. “Careful consider-
ation wastaken at the state and
national levelsto determinethe best
placement of the ML RA Soil Survey
Offices. Negotiationswerelongand
difficult andinvolved many different
patners.”

Over theyearssoil surveys
had been conducted mostly ona
county basiswhich hasresultedina
quilt-work pattern of soilsinforma:
tion proving to beinconsistent on
political boundaries. Thesenewly
devel oped MLRA Soil Survey
Officeswill ignorepolitical bound-
aries, resulting in aseamless, more
consistent inventory of soilscover-
age. Theseofficeswill dsoprovide
the opportunity to enhanceexisting
soilsdatacollected during theinitial
phases of the soil program.

“Theprogram beganwell over
100 yearsago withthefirst soil
survey ever conducted. Our knowl-
edge and technology haschanged
over theyearsaswell asthe condi-
tionsof thesoilsfirg inventoried,”
Park states. “ These officesoffer
tremendous opportunity for our
partnersand land usedecisions
makers. Inadditiontoimproved and
more cond stent soilsinformation and
products, these officeswill allow usto
go back and do some of thethingswe
aredoing now but werenot ableto
do at thebeginning of the soil survey
program: thingslikegathering new
and different datato enhancethe
scienceof soils, and sampling and
long-term monitoring of dynamic soil
properties, including carbon seques-
tration and many other properties.”
Thesoil survey staff will also provide
technica services, assst withthe
natura resourcesinventory and
assessment projects, and provide
training and overall support to users
of soil survey information.

USDA'sNationa Cooperative
Soil Survey Programisacooperative
effort led by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service(NRCS)
through other Federal and state
agenciesand numerousother entities
which make up the NCSS partners.

TheFt. Collinsand Grand
JunctionMLRA Soil Survey Offices
will beup and running in the spring of
2008, and all NRCSMLRA soil
survey officesare scheduled to be
functional by theend of 2009. “I am
redlly excited about these offices,”
affirmsPark. “I think they will bethe
best jobsintheagency. Their duties
will bemulti-faceted with highjob
satisfaction, aswitch fromthegrinding
dutiesof conductinginitia soil surveys
day-after-day, year-after-year. The
initial soil survey product for this
country isthebest intheworld, but it
isnot without itsproblems. Withthis
new structure, political boundarieswill
beignored, resulting in seamlessand
consistent soilscoverage. Wewill be
taking agreat product now and
making it even better, ensuring that
oneof our most preciousnaturd
resourcesis protected for future
generations.”
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Award Winning

Camp Rocky

The Colorado Association of
Conservation Districts

Outdoor
Environmental
Adventures
For Youth
(Ages 14-19)

July 6-12, 2008
Divide, Colorado

Forest Management

The forestry team learns about different
forest types, how to determine the overall
health of the forest, how to find a tree’s
age without cutting it down, different
insects and diseases that affect trees and
how fire can be beneficial to forest health
and safety.

Rangeland Science

The rangeland science group learns about
the "fitness" of the rangeland and the
forage it provides. They will see how
rangelands provide food for animals,
habitat for wildlife, and open space with
natural beauty for humans to enjoy, and
clean water for drinking and recreation.
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Please send me an
Application Form!

Name

(Please print clearly)
Address

City

County

State Zip

Phone:

E-mail:

Date of Birth

Have you attended Camp Rocky before?
YES NO

Send this form to:

CACD
P.O. Box 4138
Woodland Park, CO 80866

Please direct any questions to the
CACD office

phone: 719-686-0020
or email: cacd@cacd.us

Primary Sponsors:
Colorado Association of Conservation Districts
U. S. Bureau of Reclamation
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Colorado State Forest Service
Colorado Division of Wildlife

What is “Camp Rocky”?

Camp Rocky is a week long, residential camp for 14 through19 year olds who enjoy the outdoors and are interested in natural resources. The Camp Rocky
professional staff helps participants learn about their environment through hands-on experience. The students work in teams making new friends from
across Colorado. Each year, new and returning students choose one of the following resource fields for their area of focus.
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Soil and Water Conservation

This team learns about the primary
components of a watershed. They will
“create” a river and learn how different
types of soil affect plants, wildlife, water
and humans.

Who can come?
Youth having completed 8" grade by June 2008
through age 19.

Where is it?
Rocky Mountain Camp is in the mountains above
Colorado Springs, near Divide, CO.

How much does the camp cost?
$250.00 (all inclusive) Limited scholarships available.

Where will | sleep and what will | eat?
You will bunk in a cabin with about eight
participants and eat great food supplied by the
camp cook. (Seriously, it's great food!)

How Do 1 Register?
STEP 1: Send this interest form to:
CACD
P.O. Box 4138
Woodland Park, CO 80866

STEP 2: You will be sent an application, health form
and more information about Camp Rocky.

STEP 3: Contact your local conservation district for
sponsorship availability.

$75.00 NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT REQUIRED By
JUNE 15, 2008

IMPORTANT: Prior to attending camp, every
youth MUST have a physical exam by a
licensed medical doctor. Submit your
registration ASAP so we may send you your
health forms right away!

STEP 4: Return health forms & balance of the
camp fee to the address above by:

July 1, 2008

Please make checks payable to: Colorado Association
of Conservation Districts (CACD)

Fish & Wildlife Management

The wildlife biology team will track a radio-
collared animal, go electro-fishing, learn
how Colorado wildlife adapt to their
surroundings and complete a habitat
enhancement project.

During the second half of the week

« Students from the different resource teams
will develop and present natural resource
management plans.

» Participants will use their group plan to
complete a management project.

« Additional activities include volleyball
games, hiking, a campfire, the Camp
Rocky Challenge, and a dance. At the
close of camp, students will receive a
Camp Rocky Certificate of Completion.
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Mitigating Lory Sate
Park’s Wildfire Hazar ds

Colorado Sate Forest Service and
Colorado Sate Parks collaborate

By GayL ene Rossiter

Colorado SateForest Service

Kathy Seiple, Lory State
Park manager, looksover aridge
from thewest border of the park. The
areawhere she stands oncewas
denseforest. “It wasawildfirehhazard
waiting to happen,” sheremarks.

Now, thislocation offersa
magnificent panoramicview of the
foothills, canyonsand distant moun-
tainsoutside of the park.

Seiplepauseshbriefly, then
smileswith certainty. “Our forest
treatment project isoff toagreat
dtart. Here, adetrimental fuel hazard,
mistletoe-infected ponderosapine,
had existed between the park and
adjacent privatelands.”

Clearing the dead and di seased
treeshelpsreducewildfirerisk by
providing abreak inthelink between
ground fuelsandtreecrowns. This
fuelstreatment method aso helpslimit
the spread of dwarf mistletoeto
hedlthy trees.

A Glimpseof thePark

Lory State Park, apopular
recreation area, islocated only afew
milesnorthwest of Fort Collins. The
park isadjacent to Horsetooth
Reservoir and Horsetooth Mountain
Park in Larimer County.

The park manager isproud of
thispristine natural resourcethat
consistsof nearly 2,500 acresof
diverseterrainincluding ponderosa
pineand Douglas-fir forests, mead-
owsand rock-outcroppings, aswell
asmany speciesof wildflowersand
wildlife, waterfalsand spectacular
viewsof the Front Range. A 20-mile
tral systemishost to hikers, moun-
tain-bikers, horseridersand others.
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DoingtheJob Together
Colorado State Parksand the

Colorado State Forest Serviceare
partnering on aforest management
plantothinthe denseforestsinLory
State Park. Theteamwill help defuse
futurewildfiresinthe park and
aleviatethe spread of fireto or from
nearby residential properties. The
project also helpseradicate dwarf

E '

thefirst 67 acres of treatment in Lory State Park.

mistletoe. Prevaentinmuch of the
park’s ponderosapineforests, this
parasitic plant hasweakened thetrees
making them susceptibleto insects
and diseases. Thegoal of both
partnersistorestorethe park’s
foreststoamorehistorically healthy
profilewhere ponderosastands of
varying agesgrow inclumpssur-
rounded by open meadows.

ThePark Plan

Land Stewardship Associates
wrotethe Lory State Park Wildfire
Hazard and Mitigation Planand
describethe park’svulnerability to
wildfireeventsas*...abuild-upin
ground fuelsand adramaticincrease
inforest density.” Ninety percent of
itsforestshavelarger treeswith
crowns close enough to support
intensefireswiththepotentia to
Spread, unconstrained, along the
western sections of the park.

Theplan hel ped Colorado
State Parks and the Col orado State
Forest Servicelaunchthe project with
thefirst phase of fuelstreatment (197
acreswastreated thefirst two years)
and 150 acreswill betreated in 2008.

Forest Thinning 101

Thinning thedenseforestswill
help reducethe park’swildfire
hazards, remove dwarf mistletoeand
restoretheforest toamoreresilient
condition. Bordered ontwo sidesby
private property, theprojectis
located on thewest side of the park,
thedirection of prevailingwinds.
“Many neighborswith homesinthe
forested wildland-urbaninterface
shareLory State Park’snorthern and
western borders,” Seiplecomments.

“Reducing forest fueswill
help diminishthelikelihood of fires
spreading from private landsto the
interior of thepark, and will help
containfireswithinthe park, minimiz-
ing the spread of fireto privatelands,”
Whiteexplains,

To control dwarf mistletoein

.
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areaswhered|l treeswereinfected,
small clearcuts, were created. White
saysthat these areashave excellent
grassand forb growth, and that some
arenext to natural meadowswhere
sun-loving ponderosapineswere
encroaching. Forestry expertsexpect
to see healthy ponderosapineregen-
erationinareastreated inthismanner.
Most ponderosapineand
Douglasir treesweremechanicaly
masticated or chewed. A Hydro-AX,
alargearticulated tractor with an
e ght-foot wide mower-mulching head
mounted on thefront, wasused to
masticatethefirst 67 acres.

“Decay of themasticated
chunksreturnsnutrientsto the soil,
alowingfor new vegetativegrowth to
thrivelater,” Whitesays. Thistypeof
equipment oftenisused on projects of
thisnature becauseit hasrubber
flotation-typetiresthat causelittle
disturbanceto theground'ssurface.

Whitesaidwildlifedsowill
benefit fromthetreatments. “ Twoto
fivelarge-diameter mistletoe-infected
treesper acreweregirdled, amethod
that killsthetreebut leavesit stand-
ing, soinsect food, nesting and
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perching siteswill continueto be
provided for them. Somedead
standing trees, too largeto masticate,
asowereleftfor wildlifetouse”

Collaboration Equals Success

Tovigt thefue streatment
area, Seipledrivesby private proper-
tieslocated just north of the park.

\egetation recovery progresses in Lory Sate Park,
where fuels treatment was completed in 2006.

Shetakesafour-whedl drivevehicle
on about threemiles of steep residen-
tial road through the Red Cedar Drive
Road A ssociation neighborhood, and
then continuesup rugged terrainon
another winding privateroad.

“Wearevery grateful to our
neighborsfor giving permission soour
forestry contractor can usetheir roads
to accessthisremote sitein the park,”
saysSeiple.

When Seiplearrivesat thefirst
fuelstreatment sitecompletedin
2006, shewalksthrough chunks of
decomposing pinetreesthat now
serveasmulchfor young vegetation.
Seiplereachesdowntodisplay a
delicate wildflower between her
fingertipsand expressessatisfaction
with the new look of grasses, wild-
flowersand young sprouting pine.

For moreinformation about this
project, contact: Denise White,
Colorado State Forest Service, at
970.491.8348,
denise.white@col ostate.edu
or Matt Schulz, Colorado State
Parks, at 303.866.3203,
matt.schulz@sate.us



Bent Consearvation District

...honored as District of the Year
by Colorado State Conservation Board

Congratulationstothe Bent
Conservation Didtrict asreceiving the
recognition of the state’ stop conser-
vation district for 2007 at the CACD
Annua Meeting. The Colorado State
Conservation Board honored the
Bent CD for itsnumerous projectsfor
conserving soil, water and rel ated
resources.

Tom Wallace, president of the
District, accepted theaward along
with James Souders, supervisor;
CarlosEarl, conservationtechnician,
and Nancy Appd, thedistrict man-
age.

“Didrictactivitiesresultedin
improved riparian-uplandwildlife
habitat and increased plant diversity,”
according to Nancy.

Thedigtrict dsoincreased
effortsto control and eliminate
tamarisk infestation dong theArkan-
sasRiver and on privately held lands.

Thedistrict was ableto assist
producerswith the planning of wind-
break-shelterbelt establishment and
provideatree planter and weed
barrier ingtalation machinethrough
thedigtrict rental program.

Dripirrigation, rabbit guardsand
weed barrier fabric area so sold by
thedistrict to help promotethe
installation of windbresks.

Nancy also noted that bird
laddersweremade availablefor
livestock water facilities*to encour-
agethe protection of short grass
prairiebirds.”

Thedistrict aso provided
technical assistancefor producers
wanting toinstall underground pipe-
line, gated pipe, sprinklersand for
reservoir regulation. Additiona
planning was offered to hel p produc-
ersimprovegrazing programs. A
Truax Flex drill isadso availablefrom
thedistrict for seeding pasture and
hay lands.

“Thecompletion of thedistrict
activitiesthroughout theyear are
meade possiblethrough many out-
standing relationshipswith partners
that providefinancia assstance, in
kind donationsand technical assis-
tance. Thedigtrict strivestomaintain
partnershipsand looksforwardto
building onitsdlianceasit continues
to addressthe conservation of soil,
water, plant communitiesand wildlife.

District of the Year Trophy

In the cour seof turning Dir ect
Assistancefundingintoamerit-
based program, theColorado
SateConservation Board
created itsown “ CSCB
Conservation of theYear”
Award. Thetrophy travelsand
resideswith thedistrict that
came out with thehighest
number of pointsin theDirect
AssistanceAppication ranking
process. TheBent CDisa
leader for District implemented
conservation projects. They
haverecelved numer ousgrants
that have generated revenue
for landownersand theDistrict.

Mel Rettig Addresses
AgWater Summit

TheAgWater Summit washeld
in December in Golden. Harris
Sherman, Commissioner of the
Colorado Dept. of Natural Re-
sources pointed out that the State
Water Study isonthe DNR website.
The Study showsasignificant gapin
water over the next twenty yearsby
a600,000 acrefeet gap inwater
needed on the Front Range.

Mél Rettig, Colorado State
Conservation Board, participated as
amember of the Roundtable. Mel
representsthe Colorado River Basin
and briefly addressed the subject of
trans-mountain transfer of water and
energy developmentintheBasin.
“Emerging energy development will
have atremendouseffect onthe
Colorado River.” Ml stated that a
subcommitteeislooking at water
needs should energy development
takeoff, aswater requirementswill
increasesignificantly intheColorado
River Basin. (Oil shaedevel opment
will, for example, requiresome
400,000 acrefeet of water.) Mel
also pointed out that the Roundtable
doesnot have any authority over
water rights, however, isavailableto
provideinput with regard to water
rightsissues. “ The problemshave
beenin placefor sometimeand will
takesometimetoresolve.”

Monty Smith Honored as CACD’s
District Supervisor of the Year

Monty Smith of the CostillaCounty Conservation District washonored
asthe CACD Supervisor of the Year for 2007. Monty isinvolved with
numerous boardsand activitiesincluding the CogtillaCounty CD, the Sierra
Grande School Board, the U.S. Potato Board and the Potato Administra-
tive Committee.

Monty and hiswife, aschool teacher at SierraGrande, are a so busy
raising their three daughters, Hannah and her twin sisters Jordan and Skyler.
They aso own and operate alarge potato and barley farm near Blanca,
Colorado. Congratulationsto Monty on being selected CACD Supervisor

of theYear.
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Forages o
Alfalfa'Clovers -

Golf Course Grasses o
Nahve Pasture Grasses o
Irmi gated Pasture Grasses o

Mountain Pasture Grasses o

Yard and Playground Grasses o
Wheat, Oats, Barley, & Thticale o
Native Wildflower, Foarbs, & Shrubs <

SHARP BROS. SEED CO.

101 E.4TH STREETROAD
GREELEY, CO BD&31

Ph: 9708356-4710 * Fax: 970/356-1267
O Buffal GXY @ Sharp Seed com O
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NACD Annual Meeting
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[ Qo Reno, Nevada
natiat reaices | February 10-13, 2008

Fire snw fature

Register at:
www.nacdnet.org

Tdler-Park CD Assistsin
Mine Land Reclamation

Whiledemondtratingthe River Riparian Trailer at the
2006 National Western Stock Show in Denver, Vern
Vinson, Teller-Park Conservation District Supervisor, was
approached by L oretta Pinettawith the Colorado Division
of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, about awatershed
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“Omce we started talking to other organizstions snd
conservation districts we realized there were ;0 many
aspects. It just natorally expanded ™ sgid Beary. “There
are so many people doing good work out there ™

The handbook is helpfial to commumities trying o
recover from catestrophic wildfives, but Berry empha-

sized that it is of most belp to those looking to prepare
] Jefferson Conservation District in Lakewood, Colo. before a disaster sweeps through their commmmity.

. recently relessed 8 handbook entitied, “The Phoenix Said Berry, “Ome of the things we've tried to do in
Guide: A handbock for watershed and commmmity wild- | the manual is to help others pet up emerpency msponse
land fire recovery.” The booklet is a product of informa- | methods ahead of time. It's not for post-fire, it's meant
ticm gathered from 2 nomber of western districts which o help things po more smoothly ahead of the fire ™
heve dealt with wildfite up close.

o Jefferson County CD prepares
~ handbook to help districts
-~ to address wildfire

See Handbook' on Page 4

“We thought it would be great to pather the informa-
ticm fogether so thet others conld lesm from our mis-
takes and successes,” sxid Ksren Berry, an official on
the Comservation Distrct’s Board
To download a
copy of the
handbook ...

20 to hitpfewrw jeffersonscd.
Dhoeniz GuidePhoeni

Guide him_

; Jefferson CD) realized there was a need for the
. Tesource Some time ago, sfter it had already a:sisted o

seversl fites. According to Berry, “Af the stert of one

fire seasom, districts contacted s to gain knowledge ™

southrwest of Demver. -
The devastetion crested by thet fire, coupled with an
even greater need for fire information from ares resp
dents, 1ed Tefferson CD to dewelop the foll-color hand-
ook, The district used a 57,000 1.5, Forest Service
UJbInaldeitymejrgrw wia 8 subcontract
with HACD, to fond the project, which begsn as & much
cam alle: bnulmm:gnmnlzd—pagem

Kccodimg s he bk, ue ke s abiking
snccessful plan spainst wildfire is to build
relxtionships with volentesrs. (Ed Spence phwin)

b .m
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advances partnership

Joint Forestry Team

Handbook ... continued from page 1

The handbook is broken into nine chapters. * Grants: Funding recovery efforts

They include:

To add perspective, Berry sought opimions
= What's in the handboak from districts in Califormia, New Mexico,
» Impsct of wildfire South Dekota and Montana which had

= Om the brink of disaster- What you cando  helped communmities rebuild after experienc-

1o be ready ing catastrophic wildfire. That collsbora-
= Commmity engapement tion, along with & working relationship with
» The recovery process: Immedistely after USF5 Urban and Commmanity Forestry and
the fire the Coalition for the Upper South Platte

= Toward the recovery: Organizing and
utilizing volunbesrs

has creafed one of the most comprebensive
handbooks svailable to disticts with regard

» Restore landscepes and rebuild to wildfire.
COmImumities “] kmow the Jefferson Distnict well, and I
= Lishility: Voluntesr protection and Good couldn’t be more pleased that it was the one
Semariten laws to teke on this project,” said Lamy Payme,

directar of cooperative forestry for
the U.5. Forest Service. “Tt's always a
thrill for me when districts work with
other districts on anything to do with
addrezsmg wildfire. This handboak is
going to be incredibly wseful and I'd
Iike to zee it get into the hands of as

| many dizirict folks a3 possible. T think
it's that walushle.™

Catastrophic wildfire continmes to be
8 problem, not ooly in western states
but scross the country. As Payne s=id,
“The job we're facing iz getting bigger
and mare complex each yesr ™ For this
reason, Bermy considers the handbook a
constant work in progress.

For more information on Jefferson
Coumty Soil Conservation District,
wisit the Web site at htip:/fworw. jeffer-
sonscd.ofg, or contact Karen Bemy at
303/366.2018, or email ber st
ksbberryi@msc.com.

Volumteers spread hay after T.hl Ha}'mu Flre
rips through Colorado. (Ed Spence photo)
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the 2010 edition of the Mational Feport
on Sustainable Forests, Cockeysville,
Md Comtact Shawmn Walker at
shammalken@mernid org or af
202-354-6450 to Tepister

Jan. 25-31, 2008 — “Fire in the
Southwest Integratng Fire into
Mamagement of Changing Ecosystems,”
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rehab projectin Teller county. Of course, Vernwasvery
interested in assisting the DM G and eventud ly represented
the CD at various meetingsand planning sessionsto carry
out themillion plusdollar project.

TheMillsap Creek project involved fifty-plusacres
of minetailingsdating back tothe 1920's. Eighty foot
deep canyons had been gouged out of the countryside due
tothetypeof soil material |eft there. Thesoil wasball mill
“fines’ that did not contain acid or heavy meta's, however;
sotheproject waseasier to rehab dueto thisenvironment.

“Thisareawas sel ected asademonstrating project
on how individualsand government can cooperate’, said
JulieAnnear, project coordinator withDMG TheTeller-
Park Conservation Digtrict facilitated the hiring of the
“contractor” who performed thework at asignificant cost
savings. Throughtheir past experiencewith the Buena
VistaDept. of CorrectionsHeavy Construction Technol-
ogy Program, the Supervisorsand NRCS staff recom-
mended that the prisoners do the rehab work for the
tailingsproject. Thedistrict aso procured thereclama-
tion seed mix suited for the high atitude mountain environ-
ment south of Victor.

About adozen sponsors completed the project in
October, with theloca mining company providing spoil
material and sharing their knowledge of local seed mixes
that assisted in the revegetation efforts. Some of those
involved intheproject were Teller County, Cripple
Creek-Victor Mine, BuenaVistaDept of Corrections,
Bureau of Land Management, Colorado Trout Unlimited,
individual landownersaswell asthe Teller-Park Conser-
vationDidrict.

Thanks

for your stewardship.

Mountain Plains

GREEELEY
Farm Credit Services | cawomncnon
Proudly comming die s o MONTROSE
LvATIAS el N e odkd URARGD

wrw.ileedthewerld.com S




CACD Auxiliary Officers

Annual M eeting Sponsors

Blue Spruce

USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

BlueGrama

Colorado Dept. of Public Health and Environment
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Mountain PlainsFarm Credit Union
Pawnee Buttes Seed
Southwest Water Conservancy District
War ner Ranch
Xerox Corporation

i CACD welcomesthenew CACD Aukxiliary Officersfor 2008.
Seé';ﬁngajsg‘ = From left toright: Jean Taylor, Past President; Sally Fosha,

President; DarleneL ucore, Vice-President; and Jolene Robinson,

Center Conservation District Secretary-Treasurer. CongratulationsL adies!

Colorado Sate Conservation Board

Colorado Chapter Soil & Water Conservation Society TheAuxiliary’sgoal for 2008 may betaken asacharitable deduc-
Enstrom Candies, I nc. isto haveincreased outreach and tion. Proceedsbenefit the Camp
recognition of the Conservation Rocky Youth program, the poster
Digtrictsand CACDs vauable contest, andtheAuxiliary.
Break Sponsors consarvation efforts, TheAuiliary I youwould likeadditional
CACDAuxiliary would asoliketo createan even information or want to becomea
El Paso Conservation District moreoutstanding event. Pleasebe part of theAuxiliary please contact:
El Paso County Businesses thinking of your silent auction Sally Fosha, phone: 719-347-2785;
Fremont Conservation District contributionfor the CACD Annual Email: fosha-bsr@worldnet.att.net
L ongmont Conservation District Meeting in November 2008. Address: PO. Box 136
Northern ColoradoWater Conservancy District Pleasenotedll donations Cahan, CO 80808

Rio Grande Water shed Association
West Adams Conservation District
West Greeley Conservation District

Camp Rocky Sponsors
Arkansas Valley Seed
Bur eau of Reclamation
CACDAuxiliary
| zaak Walton L eague
Colorado Conservator Sponsors Supplying QUALITY Seed
Bureau of Reclamation With INTEGRITY SNince 1945
Colorado Sate Conservation Board
Colorado State Forest Service W-L Alfalfas
USDA Natural Resour ce Conser vation Service S8 Alfalfas
__________________________________ Forage Grasses

Grains

COLORADO ASSN. OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

2008 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION Native Grasses
NAME Forbs, Shrubs & Wetland
CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE EMAIL Call Us For The Dealer Nearest You!
AFFILIATION DATE Lﬂﬂgm.ﬂﬂf, Cﬂ F Arkansas 'I.-’.ifie;-
.ﬂ ™
FORM OF PAYMENT: CHECK # 877-90-SEEDS __._Mﬁ_',ﬂmm’
Denver, CO (B77) 95-SEEDS
Rocky Ford, CO (T19) 254-T469 WWWw.avseeds.com
$35 00 CASH Monte Vista, CO (719) 852-3505  rabbitcarsi@scedsolutions.com
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Conservation LeadersL ost

.. .We pay tribute to conservation
|leaders who passed away in 2007

o TH-, ! 7
Olin Sims, NACD President
Sept. 1, 1960 - Dec. 7, 2007

NACD President Olin Simsdied
unexpectedly frominjuriessufferedin
aranching accident on December 7,
2007. Hewas many thingsto many
people, but to conservation districts,
hewas our President, our leader, our
friend and amanwho lived what he
preached.

Freezing temperatures, blowing
wind andalong trip did not deter
over 1000 folksfrom making thetrek
to Rock River, Wyoming on Decem-
ber 15, 2007 to celebrate thelife of
NACD President OlinSims. The
ceremony clearly depicted thelifeof a
manwhofollowed hispassions,
touched livesacrossthenation and
gavemoreof himsdlf in47 yearsthan
many of uscould givein 100. There
wasan outpouring of love and sup-
port fromtheconservation district
family, both at the servicesandin
many, many phonecalls, lettersand
emals

Olinwasraisedonaranchin
M cFadden, Wyoming, whereheand
hisfamily put ahigh priority oncaring
for theland. Hispresencewill be
deeply missed, but hislegacy will
remaininour livesand hearts.

Olinand Tammie Christensen
weremarriedin Laramieon Sept. 26,
1981. Olinjoined theranch partner-
shipwith hisfather, Don, and brother,
Scottin 1983. Olin and Tammiewere
blessed with ason, Tyler Cole, in
1986.

Olin'sfirgt passonwasfor
ranching. Hewasaskilled mechanic
and welder, keeping not only dl of his
family’ sequipment functioning, but
aso helping out any neighbor needing
hisexpertise. Anyonewho knew Olin
knew theonly placetofindhiminthe
summertimewaseither fixing machin-
ery or mowing hay.
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Olinthoroughly enjoyed being
on horseback, including sorting cattle,
moving cattle, calving heifers, and
roping calvesto drag to the branding
fire. Helovedtimewithfamily and
friendsand would never havemissed
theannua campingtrip, or ek hunting
with Tyler.

Olinwasamuch sought-after
auctioneer, being self-taught, and
practicing hischant during themany
hours spent in hishay swather. He
often offered hisservicesfree of
charge, just trying to giveback tohis
community. Olinauctionedfor the
CACD LiveAuctionin 2006.

Hefelt very strongly about
conservation effortsand followedin
hisgrandfather Roy’sfootsteps, Roy
wasacharter member of theMedi-
cineBow Conservation Board. Olin
served theMedicineBow CD from
1986 to the present, including being
elected as Chairman, Vice Chairman,
and Water Resources Chairman. Olin
wastheWyoming Associ ation of
Conservation Didtricts President from
1998-2004, the Western Codlition of
Conservation Districts Chairman from
2001-2002, the National Association
of Conservation DigtrictsAlternate
Board Member from 1998-2003 and
Board Member from 2004-2005.

Olin’sconservation achieve-
ments culminated when hewas
elected Second Vice President of the
NACD in 2006 and then el ected
President in 2007, aposition hewas
to have held until 2009.

Maybeyou knew Olinfor 20
years, maybeyou just met him once,
or maybeyou’ venever seenhimin
person but have heard hisvoiceon his
prized " AmericasVoicefor Conser-
vation" audio clips. HE'san easy man
toremember; hedidn't know a
stranger. NACD iscollecting stories,
thoughtsand memoriesto sharewith
hisfamily andtouseinitsAnnua
Report and onitswebsite. If you
want to shareyour memoriesof Olin
inNACD’s"Tributeto aCowboy"
pleasego to: www.nacdnet.org

Raymond Peters, Yuma County
Conservation District

Raymond Peters, former
member of the CACD board passed
away in November from natural
causes. Hisserviceto the Colorado
conservationdigtricts wasgrestly
respected and appreciated.

Marvin Garrett - Vice Pres.
Fremont Conservation District.
April 14, 1931 - October 8, 2007

Marvinwasalifelong rancher
and homebuilder. Heenjoyed
hunting, fishing, playingwith his
grandchildrenand beingwith his
lovingwife, Jackie. Hewasalifelong
member of the Colorado Cattlemen’s
Association and Fremont Cattlemen’s
Association. He served onthe
Cotopaxi School Board of Appeals,
the Fremont County Planning &
Zoning Board of Appedls, andwasa
founding member of the Fremont
County Weed Board. Marvin served
on the Fremont Conservation District
Board asVice President for the past
24 years. Marvinhad 4 children, 3
step-children, 19 grandchildrenand 5
great grandchildren. Marvinwill be
greatly missed by all whoknew and
lovedhim.

Glenn Erme - El Paso
County Conservation District
Passed Away: November 3, 2007

Glenn Erme worked for over
30yearswith conservation digtricts,
the State Board, and the Colorado
Association of Conservation Digtricts.
Glennwasoneof theoriginal
foundersof theFountain Valley
Conservation Digrict beforeit
consolidated into the El Paso Con-
servation Digtrict. Many didtricts
acrossthe state worked with Glenn,
over theyears, and he hasmany
friendsthat knew himwell and
regarded himwith great respect.

O.Marion Jones, Colorado
First Conservation District
Passed Away: July 28th, 2007

O.Marion Joneswasarancher
most of hislifeand continuedtoraise
horseswell intohis80's. Marionwas
very devoted to hisfamily especialy
hiswifeKatherine. Heserved his
community doing twotermsasa
Moffat County Commissioner and
was one of thefoundersof the Colo-
rado First Conservation Digdtrict. He
believed very strongly in conservation
of our natural resourcesand planted
windbreakson hisranch and property
north of Craig. Marion worked
closaly with Nell Mckinstry oneof the
first SCS«taff for Colorado Firt,
whomwea so lost this June. Together
they started M offat County onthe
road toward conservation of our
natural resourcespromoting wind-
breaks, water projects, farming
practicesand stock management.

Gerald Mathes- President
CostillaCounty Cons. District
Oct. 30, 1925 - Sept. 11, 2007

Geradd Matheslivedinthe San
LuisValey hiswholelife. Heserved
onthe CostillaCounty Conservation
Digtrict board for 55 years, thelast
ten being President of theBoard. He
wasafaithful member of theboard,
and isvery much missed by thosehe
worked a ongsideto maketheValey
abetter placetolive. Hislast wish
wasthat hisson Garth Mathestake
hisplace asboard member, and Garth
was swornin at the October board
meeting. He has some big shoestofill.
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